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INTRODUCTION. 


L L HE manner in which the 
FIRST VoLUME of theſe 


LETTERs has been received, 


renders any apology unneceſlary 


on publiſhing the SECOND. — 
It may, perhaps, be proper to 


obſerve, that the Length of the 
laſt Letter, containing the Hit 


| tory of Wigs, &c. &c. &c. 
"A 2 - 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 
ariſes from a liberty which the 
Editor has taken of compreſſing 
the ſubjects of three diſtin 
epiſtles into one. However, by 
this Alteration,---if what he has 
8-4 -i 
done can deſerve that name, - 
he is vain enough to ſuppoſe 
that no Injury has been done 
to the Reputation of the noble 
Writer. 
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LETTERS, GC. 


LETTER Tae THIRTY-THIRD. 


T FAVE you ever by chance looked 


into a book on the ſcience of 


Cookery ? It fo, have you not ob- 


ſerved, that the culinary diſciple is 
inſtructed, when certain quantities of 
gravy, or eflence, or conſerves, are 
Prepared, #9 put them by for uſe? 

Vol. II. Now, 
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Now, if we could manage our ideas 


in the ſame manner; if we could 
lock up our acquired thoughts and 


knowledge in a Kind of intellectual 


ſtore- room, from whence they might 
be drawn forth for application; we 
ſhould no longer be the flaves of a 
capricious recollection, which at 
this hour offers its treaſures with in- 
tuitive readineſs, yields them on the 


morrow with ſullen reluctance, and on 


the ſucceeding day may refuſe them 
to our moſt arduous reſearches. I he 
active events of life, however, ſeldom 
die on the remembrance; and you 
muſt certainly be miſtaken in aſſoci- 
ating with me the circumſtance you 
mention in your letter, which is at 
This inſtant before me. It is morally 

impoſſible 


*£ #8 


. 
impoſſible that T ſhould have forgot- 
ten it. My memory, perhaps, is the 
only faculty 1 poſſeſs, which has not 
at one time or other deceived me: 


nay, ſo firm is its texture, that the 


oblivious hours of Courtſhip do not 


affect its wonted capacities tho', to 


ſay the truth, mine is a very drowſy 


progreſs, Aſſiduity without love, 
tenderneſs without ſincerity, and 


dalliance without deſire, afford the 


11{erable, the hopeleſs, but the faith- 


ful picture of my ſluggiſh journey 


to the temple of Hymen. However, 


to give ſomethillg of colour to the 


intervening hours between conſent 


and fruition, his Lordſhip performs 
wonders, and ſighs and flatters for 
his beedleſs Son : nay, he tunes his 


nj: neg- 


„ 
neglected lyre, and ſings the power 
of thoſe charms, which, by an 
Anti-Circean faſcination, are deſtin- 
ed, by his fancy, to recal my va- 
grant footſteps to the paths of Virtue. 
But, alas ! 1 know not the reſolution 
of the Greek; J cannot reſiſt the 
ſong of the Syrens; and, partial as 1 
may be to paternal muſic, it will 
prove, in its influence upon me, far 
inferior to theirs. 1 


But all is not torpour and inani- 
-mation, and what Love could not 
preduce, Vanity has inſpired. Two 
of the brethren of the houſe of my 
Dulcinea made her a viſit laſt week, 
with a defign of turning her from 
the expectation of a Coronet and 

| from 
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from me. I need not tell you that 
they are honeſt, ſimple bourgeois, 


or they would not have meditated 


ſuch a fruitleſs errand to their am- 


bitious Siſter. I was well aſſured 


that they would not convert her, and 
the fancy came acroſs me to aim at 
converting them. In this buſineſs L 
ſy exerted myſelf in every form of 
attention, flattery, and amuſement, 
that I verily believe they returned to 


their home at Cbipping- Morton with- 
out enforcing that remonſtrance 


which was the motive to their jour- 
ney.— That CHipping Norton, inwhoſe 


neighbournood 1 paſſed with my 
Grandmother many of my youthful. 


days, and to which I had never aſſo- 


clated any idea but that of Pigs. 


> By playing 


(-v-) 
playing upon Organs—that chilly 
Chipping-Nerton ſhould yield' one of 
its former toaſts to be the Cara Spoſa 
of your friend! What can your 
fertile fancy deduce from the union 
of Hagl:y's Genivs and the widowed 
Protectreſs of the more than widow- 
ed Leaſowes ? If apres there 
ſhould be, what a ſtrange Demi- 
Theocrite will owe its being to ſuch 
an Hymen. Alas! my friend, this 
is but a dream for your amuſement: 
the reality will offer to your com- 
paſſionate experience the marriage of 
Infatuation and Neceſſity, whoſe le- 
gitimate and certain iſſue will be a 
feparate Maintenance, and perhaps 
a titled Dowry. 


1 have 


| 1.3 

I have many and various commu- 
nications to make to you, but they 
muſt be reſerved for perſonal inter- 
courſe, In the mean time, when 


you ſhall ſee me announced as being 
ö n added to the Benedicks of” the year, 
| ſave me, 1 beſeech you, fave me 
| your congratulations. Nothing is ſo 
abſurd as the tide of felicitations 
which flow in upon a poor newly- 
married man, before he himſelf can 
determine, and much leſs the com- 
plimenting world, upon the propriety '' 
| of them. Marriage is the grand Ft 
| Lottery of Life; and it is as great 
a folly to exult upon entering into it, 
as on the purchaſe of a ticket in the | 
State Wheel of Fortune. It is 4 
when the ticket is drawn a Prize 
3 4 that 


(8-)., 


that we can anſwer to congratulation. 
Adieu! 


LETTER TAE THIRTY-FOURTH. 


My dear — — —, 


F I am not very much miſtaken, 


-your library-table is always fur- 


niſhed with an interleaved Bruyere, 


on whoſe blank pages you amuſe 
yourſelf with extending the ideas of 
that celebrated writer, or directing 
them to modern applications. [ 


am, therefore, to offer my name as. 
an addition to your collections, and 
to defire that in your /chslia on that 
excellent work I may furniſh a trait 
to his admirable character of the 
_ Abſent Man- 


On. 


(9 ) 


On the day of my marriage, a 
day but no more of that! 


After the nuptial benediction was 
over, and we were returning to our 


equipage, inſtead of being the gallant 


Benedick, and conducting the new- 
made Mrs. L— — — to her coach, 
I ſlouched on before, and was actu- 
ally getting into the carriage as if I 
had been quite alone; but, recol- 
lecting myſelf as my foot was upon: 
the ſtep, 1 turned round to make my 
apology, which compleated the buſi- 


neſs, for J addreſſed the Bride in her 
widowed name, with © My dear Mrs. 


«© P——, I beg ten thouſand par- 


« dons,” and ſo on, This fit of ab- 
ſence was as ſtrange as it proved? 
ridiculous— an omen, perhaps, of all 


the 


6109 
the ungracious buſineſs which is. to 
follow. You may firſt laugh at this 
little fooliſh hiſtory, and then, if you 


pleaſe, apply it to a more ſerious 


purpoſe, But this ſpecies of Abſence- 
is an hereditary virtue. A Virtue !- 


ſay you. Ves, Sir, a Virtue ; for it is 
a mark of genius, and my Right 
Honourable Father poſſeſſes it in a 
moſt flattering degree. I will preſent 
you with a moſt remarkable example, 
which you may allo add to the com- 


_ Poſition of your modern Theophraſtus. 


His Lordſhip was about to pay a 


morning ſacrifice at the ſhrine of 


M—=—=—, and a large bunch of 
early pinks lay upon his toilette, 
which were to. compole the offering 


of the day, With thoſe” antique 


O 


EE I 
or. profeſſional beaux, who wear the 
tye or large flowing wig, 1t appears 
to be convenient, in the ceremony of 
their dreſs, that the head ſhould bring 
up the rear, and be covered the laſt, 


The full-trimmed ſuit was put on, 
the ſword was girded to his fide, 


the chapeau bas was compreſſed by 
his left arm, the bunch of pinks 


graced his right hand, and his night- 


cap remained upon his pate. The ſer- 
vant having left the room, the vene- 
rable Peer, forgetful of his perukean 
honqurs, would actually have ſallied 
forth into the ſtreet in full array and 
en bonnet de nuit, if his valet de 
chambre had not arrived, at the 


critical moment, to prevent his ſin- 
WHAT. exit. I was preſent, but my 
aſtoniſhment 


W 
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1333 
aſtoniſpment at his figure ſo totally 
ſuſpended my faculties, that he 
would have made the length of 


Curzon- ſtreet before I ſhould have 


recovered any power of reflection. 


I was accuſed, as you may ſuſpect, 


of a purpoſed inattention, in order 
to render his Lordſhip ridiculous ; 


and I was told upon the occafion, 


that, altho” this kind of occafional 


Abſence of Mind might furniſh Folly 
with laughter, it generally aroſe 


from that habitual exertion of 


thought which produces Wiſdom. 
You may congratulate me, there- 
fore, on the proſpe& of my ad- 


vancement to the title of Sage. 


Tam already married, and what 


15: 
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15 to follow God alone knows. 


Strange things daily happen dans 


ce bas monde, and things more 


ſtrange may be behind, I have 
| ſuch a budget to open for you !--- 


but that diſcovery muſt be reſerved 


till we meet. Suffice it to oy at 


preſent, 


Quædam para quidem, ſed non toleranda 


maritis. 


LETTER THE THIRTY - FIFTH, 


Congratulate you, with no com- 
mon ſincerity, on having got 
moſt completely into a ſcrape from 


whence all your fineſſe and prudent 
demeanour will not be able to ex- 
tricate 


—— ů ů _ _ 
* 


469 


tricate you. J have ſeen you, more 
than once, venture upon a flight 
which left my effrontery far behind, 
while I could not but envy you the 
advantages which public prepoſſeſ- 
ſion in your favour gave you over 
me. Frequently have I blaſphemed 
my ſtars for not having given me 
the art of ſaving appearances which 
you ſo eminently poſſeſs; but 1 
have now good reaſon to hope, that 
you have, at length, fallen from 
pour height, and will be obliged in 
future to roll in the mire with my- 
ſelf, and a few others of our com- 
mon nature. The Devil, in the 
= language of the proverb, having 
long owed you a grudge, has taken 
a very fair opportunity to pay it. 


vou 


10 
You may now exclaim, on your 
entrance into our Pandemonium, 


Hail, horrours, hail ! and thou, profoundeft 
Hell, | 


Receive thy new poſſeſſor. 
For your conſolation, however, 1 
| ſhall inform you, that, before the 
period of my preſent incorrigible 
humour, I was once in a ſtate of 
diſadvantage, very ſimilar, in its 
circumſtances and effects, to that 
which has now overtaken you. 
You muſt know, then, that ſome 
years ago I had formed an unlucky 
plan to martify my Right Reve- 

rend Uncle, who had taken ſome 

authoritative liberties with me, 
without giving him a fair oppor- 
unity to expreſs his reſentment. 


This 


This was no leſs than at attack 
upon the temporal privilege of 
Epiſcopacy in poſſeſſing a ſeat in 
the Houſe of Lords. I had ſome 
thoughts of my own upon the 
ſubject, but J had fortunately add- 
ed to their number and impor- 
tance from the accidental peruſal 
of a republiſhed tract on the con- 
duct of our Biſhops through up- 
wards of twenty reigns, which un- 
.anſwerably proved, that, during fo 
long a period, they had almoſt 
-uniformly manifeſted themſelves to 
be foes to rational liberty. I took 
up the argument in a very general 
view, urged it with modeſty, and, 
what was better, with ſecurity, as, 
in caſe it had been returned with 
anger, 
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16270 
anger, I was armed with the opi- 
nion of my Father, who was preſent, 
. and, in his Perſian Letters, has writ- 
ten to the ſame purpoſe. In ſhort, 
I enjoyed all the triumph that my 
malicious expectation could have 
framed. - The Prelate grinned with 
vexation, but was forced to acqui- 
eſce in filence, and I had my re- 
veyge. But, not mahy days after, 
when my reſentment towards this 
Reverend Relation had been loſt in 
its fruition, a trifling circumſtance 
happened, which his vigilant anger 
gladly ſeized, in order to heap 
upon me every indignity which his 
truly chriſtian ſpirit was capable of 
producing. As a family party of 
us were croſſing the road on the 


- YO 1h 5 6: ſide 
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ſide of Hagley Park, a chaiſe paſſed 
along, followed by a couple of 
attendants with French Horns. 
Who can that be, ſaid my Father ? 
Some itinerant mountebank, re- 
plied I, if one may judge from his 
muſical followers. I really ſpoke 
with all the indiffcrence of an inno- 
cent mind, nor did it occur to me 
that the Right Reverend Father in 
God, my Uncle, had ſometimes 
been pleafed to travel with ſer- 
wants accoutred with fimilar in- 
ſtruments. 3 
But evil on itſelf will ſoon recoil, 
and my recollection was ſoon. reſ- 
tored to me by a torrent of abuſe, 
which was, in length, violence, and, 
1 had almoſt ſaid, in expreſſion, 
1 equal 


( 1g ) 
equal to any ſacred. anathema of 
Popiſh reſentment. In ſhort, I 
was curſed, damned, and ſent to the 
Devil, in all the chaſte. periphrafis 
of a Prieft's implacability. The 
whole of the buſineſs was of a very 
ſingular nature: he availed himſelf 
of an inoffenfive occurrence to let 
looſe his reſentment at a paſt of- 
| Fence; while I, in a ſtate of actual 
innocence, ſunk beneath the con- 
ſciouſneſs of my paſt guilt. This laſt 
part of the ſtory is, J prefume, in 
perfect uniſon with your preſent 
feelings. But, to conclude with a 
ſerious obſervation, be aſſured, my 
friend, that; however rich, great, or 
powerful a man may be, it is the 


"__ of folly to make perſonal 
1202 S enemies 


200 
enemies from any, but particularly : 
from perſonal, motives ; for one un- 
guarded moment---and who could 
ſupport the horrors of anever-ceafing, 
ſuſpicious vigtlance---may yield you 
to the revenge of the moſt deſpicable 
of mankind. From a very unpleaſant 

experience of my own, I ſhould moſt 
fincerely.counſel every young man, 
who is entering on the theatre of 
the world, to merit the good opi- 
nion of mankind, by an eaſy, un- 
affected, and amiable deportmert 
to all, which will do more to 
make his walk through life reſpect- 
able and happy, than | thoſe more | 
ſtriking and ſplendid qualities, 

which are for ever in the extremes 
of honour or diſgrace, —Adiey.,—I 
| e 


7 
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ſhall be curious to hear of the pro- 
greſs you make in the thorny paths. -- 
of Contrition, and whether the 
fruits of it will be adequate to the. 
humiliating penalties you- muſt 
have undergone. 


I am, with great regard, 


Yours, &c.. 


4 = * 
ak — —— 
DO 


LETTER TE THIRTY-SIXTH.. 


My dear Sir, # 

ſincerely lament with you the 
1 death of Doctor Goldſmith, as a 
very conſiderable loſs to the learned, 


the laughing, and the ſentimental 


world. His verſatile genius was ca- 
3 pable 
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pable of producing ſatisfaction to 
perſons of all theſe varying deno- 
minations. But I ſhall, without heſt> 
tation, combat. the opinion which 


you derive from the inſolvent Nate in 


which he died, that Genius and Ta- 
lents meet with an ungrateful return | 


from mankind, and are generally ſeen 


to ſtruggle with continual and inſupe- 


rable difficulties. Plautus is related 
to have turned a mill, Boethius died 


in a gaol, Taſſo was in conſtant 


diſtreſs, Cervantes died of hunger, 
and our Otway from too eager an in- 
dulgence of that appetite: Camoens 
ended his days in an hoſpital, and 


Vaugelas left his body to the ſur- 


geons to pay his debts 25 far as it 
would go. I could fl my paper 


With 
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with a melancholy detail of Genius 
in misfortune; but it would require 
a volume of no common ſize to ex- 
amine into the cauſes of ſuch an af- 
fecting branch of human diſtreſs : 
and if a work of that nature were 
to be compoſed, it would prove no 
more than what we already know, 
that Genius is not extempt from 
human failings, and frequently poſ- 
ſeſles them in a degree ſuperior to 
ordinary talents and common dulneſs. 
An improvident fpirit, and diſdain 
of reflection, are no uncommon at- 
tributes of that character; and I need 
not inform a child of ten years old, 
that the dulleſt Rofinante, who keeps 
on his way, will ſooner arrive at 
his deſtined end, than the fleeteſt 

C4 Courſer 
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courſer of Newmarket, who has 
taken a different direction. 


An unenlightened and barbarous: 
age may deny bread to men of un- 
derſtanding; but we have the happi- 
neſs to live in the full blaze of rea- 
ſon and knowledge. At this period, 


the man of Genius, as well as the 


leſs learned character, is equally the 
framer of his own fortune; and it 
muſt ariſe from ſome inherent defi- 
ciency in both, when the means f 
comfortable exiſtence, to. ſay no 
more, are remote from them. This 
age is the moſt favourable that has 
ever been known in the annals, of | 
Time, for men of Genius, Talents, 


and Skill, in any and every branch, 
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( 26”) 
of Science and Art. To come home; 
however, to your ſubject, tell me, 
I beg of you, in what reſpect Doctor 
Goldſmith was neglected. As ſoon 
as his talents were known, the pub- 
lic diſcovered a ready diſpoſition to- 
reward them; nor did he ever pro- 
duce the fruits of them in vain. 
His mode of life is generally known; 
the profits of his labours are no 
ſecret, and the patronage beneath 


| which he, ſome time, flouriſhed, is 
a matter of public notoriety : nor 


ſhall I ſwerve from truth in the 
declaration, that he was encouraged 5 
equal to his merits, whatever they 
may have been; and that the public 
were ready to encreaſe their favour 
in proportion to his exertions. Aſk: 
- your 


( 3 


ings: continue the queſtion with 


reſpect to the manner in which many 


of them were produced, and what 
was the ſpring which generally let 
his talents in motion. The reſpective 
replies will be ſufficient to convince 
you, that, if your favourite author 
died in poverty, it was becauſe he 


had not diſcretion enough to be 
rich. A rigid obedience to the 


Scripture command of Take no 
thought for to-morrow, with an oſten- 
ratious impatience of coin, and an 
unreflecting ſpirit of benevolence, 


occaſioned the difficu ties of his life, 
of its end. He 


and the inſolvency 


night 


your Bookſeller what, Doctor Gold- 
ſmith did acquire, and what he b 
might have acquired, by bis writ-, 


es Ca} 
might have bleſſed himſelf with an 
happy independence, enjoyed, with- 
out interruption, every wiſh of 'a 
wiſe man, ſecured an. ample provi- 
fion for his advanced age, if he had 
attained it, and have made a re- 


ſpectable laſt will and teſtament; and 


all this, without riſing up early, or 
ſitting up late, if common ſenſe 
had been added to his other attain» 
ments. Such a "man is awakened 
into the exertion of his faculties but 
by the impulſe of ſome ſenſe which 
demands enjoyment, or ſome paſſion: 
which cries aloud for gratification; 
by the repeated menace of a cre- 
ditor, or the frequent dun at his gate: 
nay, ſhould the neceſſity of to-day 
be relieved, the procraſtinated la- 
of bour 


1 
bour will wait for the neceſſity of 
to-morrow ; and, if Death ſhould 
overtake him in the interval, it muſt 
find him a begs ar, and the age is 
to be accuſed of obduracy i in ſuffering” 
Genius to die for want ! If Pope 
Rad been a debauchee, he would 
| have 1 lived i in a garret, nor enjoyed 
the Attic elegance of kis villa on 
the banks of the Thames. If Sir 
Joſhua Reynolds had been idle and 
drunken, he might, at this hour, 
have been acquiring a ſcanty and 
precarious maintenance by painting 
coach-pannels and Birmingham tea- 
boards. Had not David Hume 
poſſeſſed the invariable temper of his 


country, he might have been the 
actual maſter of a ſchool in the 


He. 


< 29 ) 


Hebrides 3 and the inimitable Gar- 
rick, if he had poſſeſſed Shuter's 
character, would have acquired lit- 
tle more than Shuter's fame, and 
ſuffe ed Shuter's end. Name me a 
man of Genius in our days, who, if 
he has been deſtitute of independence, 
had a right to complain of any one 
but himſelf. You may tell me 
that Lloyd died in a gaol ; and [I 
believe, from every thing I have 
heard of that very ingenious Gentle- 
man, that his fate would have been 
the ſame, if he had been born to 
the inheritance of an ample fortune. 
You will add, perhaps, the name 
of your very learned friend Morell. 
He certainly deſerves well of, and 
us elteemed by, the learned world; 


3 * 
but the acute critie and profound 
grammarian ſeems to be impelled 
rather by the love of ſcience, than 
the defire of gain, is generally 
in the habit of frugal contentment, 
and hides himſelf in that ſhade of 
retirement, where the learned few 
alone can find him. Fam, however, 
entirely of your opinion, that he 
merits a leſs reſtrained ſituation than 
he poſſeſſes; and 1 agree with you 
in not forgiving Doctor B— — 
for a breach of juſtice in oppoſing 
his election to a fellowthip at Eton. 
Such a promotion would have been 
a ſuitable reward for his labours, 
and have afforded him that ample 


independence and learned retreat, 


which would have left his cloſing 


e 
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liſe without a wiſh. B — was the 


moſt able ſchoolmaſter that ever 
graſped the birch ; and I am forry 
he ſhould diſgrace his ſucceeding 
and higher office, by oppoſing, as 
you tell me, more than once, the 
entrance of a man into his College, 
the circumſtances of whoſe lite and 


character gave him ſo fair a claim 


to the preferment which he ſolli- 
cited, But this ill treatment of 
your friend---for I think it ſuch—· ĩs 
not applicable to the age, but to 


the folly of a vain man, who 


finds a conſolation for his diſ- 
appointed ambition in the deſpotic 
ſway of a College, wherein he will 
or ſuffer! a man to enter, whoſe 
S character 


0 


charafter a announces "the leaſt gleam 
3 of an independent ſpirit, 


; reſpected and valued ; in all enlight- 
ened ages and nations; nay, they 
have been known to Awaken a moſt 
honourable veneration in the breaſts 
of men accuſtomed to ſpoil, and 
wading through blood to glory. 
An Italian Robber not only refuſed 
the rich booty of a caravan, but 
conducted it under his ſafeguard, 


accompanied it. The great Duke 
of Marlborough, at the fiege of 
Cambray, gave particular orders, 
that the lands, &c. of the admired 
0 Fendlon, Archbiſhop of N the dioceſe, 


Learning and fine e muſt be 


when he was informed that 740 


bs] 
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mould not be profaned by the vio- 
tence of war, Cæſar, the ambitious 


Cæſar, acknowledged 7's ſuperior 
character; for that the Roman 
Orator had enlarged the limits of 


human Knowledge, while he had 


only extended thoſe of his Country. 
But to proceed one ſtep higher, 


The great Emathian Conqueror bid ſpare 
| The Houſe of Pindarus, ewhen Temple and 


Tower 


"Went to the ground. 


Reſt then aſſured, my friend, when 


a man of learning and talents does 
not, in this very remunerative age, 


find encouragement, protection, and 


independence, that fuch an unnatural 


circumſtance muft ariſe from ſome 


-concomitant failings which render 
Vol. II. D _— 


( 
his lahgurs obno ichs, or, at leaſt, 
of no real utility. Adieu, my dear 
Sir — A long letter may admit of 
excuſe. on a ſubject which would fill 
5 lage volume. Lam, with truth, 

Tour faithful, bumble ſervant, 


* - A * 23 * . 
* 5 ü ; ' 


LETTER Tye THIRTY-SEVENTH. 


R my dear friend, you miſ- 


take the matter: Irony is not my 
talent, and B— — — ſays 1 have 
too much Impudence to make uſe 
of it. It is a fine rhetorical figure; 
and, if there were a chance of at- 


raining, the manner in which Junius 


be 
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de worth any attention. But you 
ad an harſh injuſtice fo real ertor, 
when you ſuppoſe that 1 have em- 
ployed any powers of raillery I may 


poſleſs on the ſubject of Her Mott 
Excellent Myajetty. I recollect the 
converſation which produced this 
report to my diſadvantage, and, if 


it were true, to my diſhonour. I 


can eafily deſpiſe the malice of 
thoſe who underſtand and miſrepre- 


ſent me.; but that ignorance which 
both miſu nderſtands andmure preſents 


is mortifying in the extreme, I 


ſhould really think it little leſs than 
blaſphemy to ſpeak ill of a Princeſs 


who deſerves ſo well. The Queen 


does honour to the Britiſh Throne: 


D 2 ſhe 


8 


0 36 0 
ſhe bas a . to the place ſhe . pc 
ſeſſes in the breaſt of . every re- 
flecting Engliſhman 3 and it has ever 
been my opinion, that her character 
unites the royal virtues of her ſta- 
tion with the moſt amiable qualifi- 
cations of her ſex. Nor have I 
ever been diſpoſed ; to ſpeak unfa- 
vourably of the Ladies who attend 
her perſon, or compoſe. ber ſuite, 
There are, I muſt. own, half a do- 
zen figures of her houſehold who 
are objects of my pity; and the 
ſtrain of commiſeration which broke 
from me on their ſubjects, has been 


repreſented, I find, as a contemp- 


tuous raillery of their Royal Miſtreſs. 


| My memory will ſerve me, 1 ide- 


eve, to recollect the general tenor 
f} 85 
of 


* E 


BFF | 
ad Act 
of my difedurſe « on the occaſion, 


which ] ſhall offer to, row candid 
interpretation, 


The Dowager Lach en 
ns you well Enow, divides the human 
ſpecies into Men, Women, and 
10 and where is the crime, 
if 1 parody. on her Ladyſhip's logic, 
and apply it to the diviſion of her 
"Majeſty's houſehold into Men, 
Women, and Maids of Honour. 
3 Nor will! it be difficult to juſtify, 
tthis new line of diſtinction, if we 
cConlider the peculiar offices which 
compoſe the duty, and the ſingular 
privileges which reward the ſervice, 

of theſe ce weint. | 
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+: To: make Up, at leaſt, two 
6 ſuits in 2 year ; to dance as 
many court minuets in the fame 
ſpace; to ſidle, on days of duty, 
through the preſence-chambers, at 
the tail of a royal proceſſion; to 
take her place in an eftabliſhed cor- 
ner of the drawing- room; to ſay 
. Yes, Sir, or No, Sir, and courteſy, 
when ſhe is noticed by the King ; 
to ſay Yes, Madam, and No, Madam, 


and courteſy, when. the Queen does 
her the ſame honour ; to make an 
ocaſional one of ſix large hoops 1 in 


a royal, coach, and to- Aid the languor 
of an eaſy, party in a ſide-box at a 


royal play; compoſe the principal 
labours of a-Maid of Honour's life. 


But they arg. gots without- their 


rewards. 


3 
an 
bs: Ke 
= 
SEN 
* * 
9 
2 
8 3 3 
ICE 
N 
9% - 
4 IS 
15 45 
3 
4 xF . 
*H 4 KB 
N 
8 
oe 
J's (5 
3 
9288 
Tos 
MONT 
82 Ms 
SEE" 


JM EE 
"a 
2 
> YR 
108% 
> 

* 


3 


«2, 8 


ow 
A 
51 
WIR 
4 
7 


"IEP 
1 "BE 
* 
1 
4 1” 
* 
F 
ka , 
"2 

"Hd 
, 13 1 
+ 
P * 
5 
- BrF 8 

"HE 

EN 
wy 
9 
723 
23 


8 


7 + ELK 
. 
HED 
e 
N 
Se. 25 
3 
l 
S 
2 
Qt 
1 
N 
4 


"he 
EY 
3 
py 
9 
98 
7 1 
- * * 
) > 
a 
87 
2 1 
* 2 * 
8 
— * 
1 47 
p . 
3 
N 
3 
1 
W 
1 
1 
4 »h 
% 1688 
0s 
* 
1,26 
£30 
$7 
8 
N 
: 5 
2 
3 
"Wy 
by 
855 
J 7 7 1 
3 
\ * 
33 
* 
f 3 
Tt 
„ 
— 
. * by 
In 
"0 
33 
* 
* 47387 
1 
p * 
E 18 
3 
1 
2 
1 
* 4 * * 
* 
* 
77 
wa 
5 Ld * 
BS” 
<7 
22 
AT 
Ts 
Ree 
5 
4 4 
pF 
IS 
1 
N. 3 
3 4 
« 2,008 
2 
"ICT 
Ye 
* 
as 
8 
. 
SY 
- I 
a% 
As 
* 


* 
Wee 
* * 
3. 
x 
4 
* 
8 
# $3 
0 
F 


| 0 39 ) | 
rewards.—A dats felary, r 
a thoufind: pounds when Miſs Sets 
an huſband; an apartment in a pa- 
lace, and, 1 Bhlievs, a dinner from a 
royal kitchen; in the rotation of fix 
weeks, a ſeven- days: poſſeſſion of 'a 
royal coach, a royal coac hman, ad 
a ſhabby. pair of royal horſes, for 
the purpoſe of Tthopptng i in the city, 
paying diſtant vifits, airing in the 
King's road, and the being ſet down. 
at the very gate of Kenſington 
Gardens, while women of the firſt 
faſhion are obliged to trip it o'er an 
bundred yards of greenſward be. 
tween their coaches and the place of 
admittance; to take place of Baro- 
nets daughters; to go to plays, 
operas, and: oratorios, gratis; to 
2 D 4 have 
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of the Bedchamber around the fire 
of an antichamber; to ſtroke the 
beardleſs face of a new · made page; 


and, perhaps, to receive an Heir- 


Apparent's firſt effort at flirtation; 
conſtitute the various privileges of a 


Maid of aroma 


'&'Fhts chrlef; biſtuos, my. dan 
friend, you well know to be founded: 
in: fact, And will, therefore, be ready 
ta applaud: the. tender pity I feel 


for theſe virgin automatons. I have 


never ſeen them bringing. op the 


ear of a royal train, but each 


al chem has appeated to bear, in 


legible. 


dave phyſicians without fees, and 
medieines without an apothecary's 
bill; to chat with Lords and Grooms. 


18 


(any | 
legible characters, N forehead, 
Who willimarry me? Nevertheleſs, 
upon the molt favaurable average, 
not one in three years, during, the, 
preſent*reigng has been rewarded by 
Hymen-;/whichy in their particular: 
ſituation, is as pitiable a circum- 
ſtance as can be found in the long 
catalogue of female mortifications. 
A Lady of the Bedchamber is obli- 
ged only to a partial duty, and; 
during 'the ſhort period of her at-- 
tendance, is, in ſome degree, the 
companion of her royal Miſtreſs 
while the Virgins of Hondur are 
not admitted, as I have been in- 
formed, to ſtick a pin in a royal 
handkerchief. Even the Women 
of: the fame department figure only 
25 ; In. 


ta) 

in her Majeſty's caft- off gowns on 
foyal birthdays ; but theſe poor 
perſecuted damſels are the common: 


| hackneys of drawing room parade; 
_— whether ill or well, in humour or 


out of humour, by da y- light or by 
eandle-light, they "We" obliged, 
through three parts of the year,. 
to be on the continual ſtretch of 
as exhibition, 


I remember, when 1 was little 
more than a boy, to have ſeen a 
young lady in training for this | im- 
portant office; and the whole of 
that ſerious buſineſs conſiſted in 
nothing more than a practical lec- 
ture upon entrances and exits, the 
language of courtelies, and the gy 
0 


7 77 


- C<-1 
of conducting a large hoop in all 
modes and forms of poſſible pliancy. 
[ laughed thea as boys, laugb, and 
had ſome anlucky thoughts in my 
head which were not arrived at 
maturity. At this period, I would 
willingly give an opera- ſubſeription 
w de preſent at a ſimilar exer- 
ciſe. | | 


Alfter this manner did I treat the 
Honourable Subject of her Majeſty's. 


Honourable Virgins ; and little did 


I think that it would beget a long 
admonitory epiſtle from you, to 
warn me againſt ſpeaking evil of 
dignitięs. My wit, ſuch as it is, has 


never direcded a ſingle glance. at 
Wwe. Throne; and I have received 


the 
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the welcome teſtimony of your 25. 


plauſe,; more than once, for exerting. 


the full force of my underſtanding 


to ſupport the wiſhes of it. vou 
have my ready leave, my dar friend, 


to laugh with me, and at me, to 


reprove and to admoniſh me; but 


I muſt entreat you to "Baſie your, 
proneneſs to believe every idle 


tale which 1s apa to 1 
diſhonour. ä 
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0 LETTER. us THIRTY: EIGHTH. 


OUR uſual accuracy has Filled | 


you in your ſuggeſtions con- 
cemning the riſe and rapid progteſs 
| of 
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of Mr. D— —t's. fortune. The 
hiſtory of that Gentleman's ad- 
vancement to his preſent aflluence, 
if my immediate recollection does 
not fail me, Gy as follows, 


That he Was appointed to his 
rſt employment in the ſervice of 


Government. by my F ather's intereſt 
is true; and it may, perhaps, 


have been procured for him from 
the motives which current opinion 
has aſſigned: but of this I do not 


pretend to be better informed than 
the reſt of the world. Thus 
placed i in a ſituation of little or no 
leiſure, he was left, I believe, by our 
family- patronage, to look for any fu- 
kr promotion from his own induſ- 


try, 
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try, the chance of ſucceflion, or the 
caſual boon-of fortune; The latter 
was diſpoſed to ſmile upon him, or, 
it may be ſaid with more propriety, 


to reward the prudent modeſty with 


which he retreated from her firſt 


advances, to ſecure her greater fa- 


vours. In the ufual courſe of pro- 
motion, he had an acknowledged 
claim to ſucceed to a vacant place 


of no inconfiderable profit. On this 


occaſion, Lord Holland, for ſome 
particular reaſon which I have for- 
gotten, or perhaps never heard, 


wiſhed to make an irregular ap- 


pointment in favour of ſome other 
perſon; and, to comply with his 
Lordſhip's wiſhes, Mr. D—— wiſely” 
waved his right of ſucceſſion. That 


% 


Nobleman, 


Nobleman, who never ſuffered. a. 
good office to be long unreturned,. 
ſoon. after procured him to be named 


Commillary - General to the expe- 


ditioa then preparing to attack the 
French Weſt-India iſlands, The 
ſucceſs which attended it, together 


with the regular profits of his ap» 


pointment, placed him in a fituation, 
with reſpect to Fortune, with which, 
it may be tmagined, he was more 


han fatisfied ; and I have been 


told that he then looked no farther. 
But Lord Holland never thaught he 
did enough for any-one that had 


obliged him; and Lam greatly miſ- 


taken, if his influence did not name 
Mr. 5 — — to the fame employ» 


ment in the: formidable armament 


which 
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which was ſent againſt the Havanna, 


and ſucceeded, The fortunes ac- 


quired by that capture are well 
known, and Mr. D— —t's was 
among the largeſt of. them. On his 


return to -England, he ſoon began 
to diſplay a love of oſtentation, 


which he indulged, however, as 1 


underſtand, without injuring his 
fortune; for tho': George has no 


ſmall ſhare of vanity, it has ſeldom 


operated ſo far as to make him inat- 
tentive to the ſummum bonum of life. 
He built a fine houſe in Portman- 
ſquare, and purchaſed the very ca- 
pital eſtate of Tong - Caſtle, in 
Shropſhire, of the Duke of Kingſ- 
ton. He immediately renewed, or 


rather improved, the ancient form 


cf 


* 
— 
1 
K 
* 
3 
4 
" 
2 =Y 
* * * 
IS | 
* 
K 5 4, 
— ix 
Te 
o 
* 
NV 
> 
* 
hy 
2 
"8% 
1 
"Ss 
YN 
8 
. 1 
ya 
r 
Kent] 
2 
po 
©" 
5 
27 
3 
I} 
* 
1 
3 
e 
WY 
* * 
1% 
: oh 
5 
x 
«x 0 
+” 
ets 
£8 
7 
p 


Of the 3 dige adorned it with 
the venerable decorations of Gothic 
architecture, beautified its ſurround- 
ing lawns, and conducted through 
them a long extent "of fine water, 
which flows on three ſides of the 
ſtately edifice. The Caſtle is a very 
large building, contains many very 
capacious apartments, and is fur- 
niſhed with a profuſion of 3 
and ſplendid upholſtery, Tho' 

is not fituated in a fine part of _ 
country, yet, taken! in all its circum- 
ſtances, it may lay no ſmall cla im 
to the character of Magnificence. 
The owner of it might. have built 
a new, and more commodious houſe 
for much leſs money than has bcen 


ex pended 1 in tl the reparationsc of the old 
Sor, II. E one; 


1 

one: but the word Caſtle is à ſound- 
ing word; it was in uniſon with 
Mr. D— —t's notions of grandeur; 
| and, apprehenſive that this favourite 
title might, by degrees, be forgotten 
with the lofty turrets and ſtately 
battlements, he reſolved to clothe 
them in more than priſtine grandeur, 
and thus ſecure their ancient, ho- 
nourable name, till time or chance 
fould deſtroy them for ever. Some 
of my old neighbours poſitively aflert, 
that they remember to have heard 
George D— — declare, when he 
was a youth, that he hoped, one 
day or other, to be poſſeſſed of a 
Jarger houſe than Hagley; and they 
infiſt upon it that he gives ſuch 
great extent to the limits of Tong- 

Caſtle 


1 
Caſi le, merely to fulfil his on pre- 
diction.— But this by the way.— 
The world in general, who were 
not acquainted with the ambition of 
his early days, have thought, that, 
by this creation of ſplendour, he 
hoped to allure ſome Lady of noble 
birth and great connections to be- 
come the miſtreſs of it. The bait 
offered by ſo handſome a man as 
he certainly is, would, in all pro- 
bability, have been ſoon taken, but, 
in this particular, expectation has 
been very much diſappointed ; for 
he has actually made a kind of halt- 
runnaway match with a little Qua- 
ker of cighteen years of age, and 
educated in all the rigour of her 
fect, She has no pretenſions to 
E 2 Beauty, 


„ 
Beauty, -I write merely from in- 
formation, but poſſeſſes a very 
agreeable perſon, with a moſt ami- 
able ſimplicity, and loves her hul- 
band to idolatry, I have heard 


your friend Counſellor Day ſpeak 


in high terms of her father, as a 
man of excellent underſtanding, 
polite manners, and generous diſpo— 


fitions, Since this marriage, the 


ſuperb ſervice of plate very ſeldom 
makes its appearance; and the 


Maſter of the noble Caſtle, as I am 


told, now lives in a corner of it, 


with a ſmall party of his relations, 


and ſeems to be growing into a dif- 
regard of the intrigues and taſhions 


of public life. His brother is the 


Parſon of my Pariſh, and! is called 
Docter 
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Doctor Jobn; but the Divine and: 
the Squire do not hold a very 
friendly intercourſe. 


I rather think that this little piece 
of diography is pretty well founded: 
if, however, it ſhould poſſeſs any er- 
rors, which may be the caſe, I beg 
leave to aſlure you that they are 
not of my. invention. As to Mr. 
D— —t's unpopularity with the 
Lyttelton family, it does not ariſe, 
perhaps, from what you and the 
, world may, with ſome reaſon, ſup- 
pole ; but from a ſubſequent cir- 
cumſtance, of which you, aud the 
world, are, in general, ignorant.— 
When my — — was e of . 
9 — —, he received poſitive or- 
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N 
ders to raiſe and diſcipline a regi- 
ment of Negroes for the ſervice of 


the Havannah expedition. As this 


ſupply did not join the grand ar- 


mament at the time appointed, 


Mr. D— t was diſpatched to Ja- 


maica, by the Commander in Chick, 


to chide the tardy levies; and, as- 


Report ſays, he found a very ſur- 


prizing languor in obeying theſe 
very important orders of Govern- 


ment, On ſuch an occafion, he 
was, perhaps, inſtructed to threaten 


an accuſation of delinqueney againſt 
the Governor to the powers at 


home ; and it is equally probable, 
that he did: not forget his inſtruc- 


tions. Whether this neglect W 45. 
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repaired by ſubſequent exertions, 
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whether it was forgotten in the ſuc- 
ceſſes which followed, I do not 
know; but 1 very well remember, 
that, at the time, my Father was 
very uneaſy about it, and com- 
plained, in angry terms, to the 
Clergyman of Hagley, of his bro- 
ther's forwardneſs to dilgrace a 
branch of that family by which his 
own had been ſo warmly protected. 


Here the matter 5 reſted; but that 


George D— —t Anould have been 


elevated to a ſituation, wherein he 


could repeat what was called an 
inſolent menace to one of the Lyz- 
telton family, will never be remem- 
bered without much mortification, 
and, therefore, can never be for- 
Adieu. 5 
E 4 LET- 
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LETTER THE THIRTY-NINTH; 


UCH of the diſputes, and, 
YL conſequently, many of the 
inconveniences, of this world, ariſe 
from the ſtrange difficulty-- for a 
ſtrange one it is---that men find in 
underſtanding each other's meaning. 
Hence the never-ending game of 
Croſs-purpoſes, in which all of us, 
at times, are ſo much engaged. A 
leading cauſe of this diſunion is a 


negligence in uſing terms appro- 
priate to their object. The Phi- 
loſopher, it is true, muſt generaliſo 
his ideas to compaſs the views of 
his enquiring mind. It is by ſuch 
an application, of his intellectual 
1 | _ faculti-5, 
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EN 
faculties, that he ſurmounts ſuch a 
variety of obſtacles, that he paſſes 
from individual man to an whole 
people; from a people, to the. hu- 
man race; from. the time in which 
he lives, to the ages that are to 


come; from what he ſees, to that 


which is inviſible. But, in convey- 
ing the fruits of his ſtudy and re- 
flection to others, he muſt conde- 
ſeend to weigh words, compare 
terms, and preclude all poſſibility 
of error in thoſe he inſtructs, by 
uſing a ſimplicity of definition, a 
perſpicuity of expreſſion, and, where 
the barrenneſs of language denies 


the immediate term, a neatneſs of 
periphraſe which not only invites. 


but creates conception, 


You: 
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You are pleaſed, in your laſt let- 
ter, to charge the preſent age with 
the crime of Scepticiſm ; and you 
have abandoned yourſelf to a more 
than common energy on the ſubject. 
To tell you the truth, Ido not very 
clearly perceive the mien of your 
accuſation, If it alludes to Religion, 
you would, I think, find ſome dith- 


culty to maintain your poſition : if 


it ſhould glance at Politics, our na- 
tional ſubmiſſion is certainly againſt 


you: or, leaving the higher concerns 


of the world, if you ſhould apply 
your aſſertion to the ordinary inter- 


courſe and common tranſactions be- 


tween man and man, you are truly 


_ unfortunate, as an extreme cullibility 


ſeems to be one of the leading fea- 
tures: 
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(5.590 
cures of the preſent times. The age 
in which we live does not poſſeſs ſo 
great a ſhare, as former centuries, 
of that Faith which is able to re- 
move mountains-: blind Credulity, 
by the inſults it ſo long offered to- 
Reaſon, has, in a great meaſure, de- 
ſtroyed itſelf, or is rather become 


modified into that Sobriety of Be- 


lief which is confiſtent with a ra- 


tional being. The gawdy, awful, 


and preſuming phantom of Papal: 
Authority, has long begun to diſap- 
pear : that blazing meteor, which 
for ſo many ages dazzled the ſuperſti- 
tious world, verges towards the ho- 
rizon, and grows pale before the 
ſteady, embodied light of liberal, 
unimpeded Science. But 1 cannot 

believe, 


— — —— —ſ——— —— — 
— —ͤ—äẽ̃— — 


2 
— — —— 

— — — — — — 
— — —— S-—æꝑöü 1 6ä6ñÄ!ñ!FHñĩ8ͤͤ— 


— ACS — 
—— 
i 
K oy 


— — — — 
— —— — bg I . 
— —— ĩj⁊½UiꝛU:iin] n ——̃ ůeLL1 ̃ —e r* —4yᷣ— ——— — — 
— — = 
a —— — — 7 ” — — 
9 of > — N 2 — a — 
— — — ning — —— — — 

—— — es — 


k 


believe, although Luxury and Diffi« 
pation, with their concomitant de- 


pravities, have made ſuch enormous 


ſtrides among the higher orders, that 
Infidelity in religious matters is a 


leading characteriſtic of our times. 
If we turn from the Church to the 
State, the firm confidence of a very 
great majority of the people in a 


Government, which, I am forced to. 


confeſs, does not poſſeſs all the wiſdom 


that ſuch a Government ought to 


poſſeſs, is a circumftance,which,were 
I to enlarge upon it, you would 


be perplexed to anſwer, In the 


ordinary tranſactions of life, the wan- 
tonneſs of commercial credit is well 
prepared to give the lie direct to 
apy Charge of Incredulity. Aſk 


Foley, 
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. 
Foley, Charles Fox, and a thouſand 
others, what they think of modern 
Infidelity ; and they will tell you, 
that the Fews themſelves, that un- 
believing race, have deſerted from 
the ſtandard of Scepticiſm, and, 


having borne the ſtigma of ſpiritual 


Unbelief for upwards of ſeventeen 
hundred years, are, at this moment, 
groaning beneath the effects of 
temporal Credulity. | 


Credula turba ſum; We are a 
credulous race of beings ; and the 
moſt ſteady profeſſors of Scepticiſm 
are deceived by others, and deceive 
themſclves, every hour of the day. 
Religion, which commands, among 
its evident truths, the belief of 

matters 


82) 
matters which we cannot entirely 
1 comprehend, will, ſometimes, ſo 
1 habituate the mind of its ſubmiſſive 
diſciple to acts of faith, that he 
does not know how to with-hald his 
1 aſſent to the moſt improbable fic- 
tions of human fancy; and the Credo 
.quia .impoſſibile eft of Tertullian is 
readily adopted by his yielding 
1 piety. I ſhall confirm the truth of 
Wil this obſervation by a ſtory which 1 
1 have heard related, and is not more 
extraordinary in its nature, than the 
tone, look, and language of Belief 
Wl! which accompanied the relation. 
WA —A traveller, benighted in a wild 
We and mountainous country (if my. 
recollection does not fail me, in the 
Highlands of Scotland) at length 
beholds 
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2 beholds the welcome light of @ 
1 F neighbouring nabitation. He urges 
I his horſe towards it; when, inſtead 
— of an houle, he approached a kind of 
| illuminated Chapel, from whence 
iſſued the moſt alarming ſounds. he 
bad ever heard. Tho' greatly ſur- 
priſed and terrified, he ventured. 
to look tarough a window of the 
building, when he was amazed to 
lee a large Aſſembly of Cats, who, 
arranged in ſolemn order, were la- 
menting over the corpſe of one of 
their own ſpecies, which lay in ſtate, 
and was furrounded with the various 
emblems of ſovereignty. Alarmed 
and terrified at this extraordinary 
pectacle, he haſtened from the place 
SW: ith greater eagerneſs than he ap- 
7 91015 Proached 
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Proached it; and arriving, ſome 
time after, at the houſe of a Gentle- 
man who never turned the wanderer 
from his gate, the impreſſions of what 
he had ſcen were ſo viſible on his 
countenance, that his friendly hoſt 
enquired into the cauſe of his an- 
xiety. He according]y told his ſtory, 
and, having finiſhed it, a large fa- 
mily cat, who had lain, during the 
narrative, before the fire, immedi- 
ately ſtarted up, and very articulate- 


ly exclaimed, 7 hen 1 am King of 


the Cats! * and, having thus an- 
nounced its new dignity, the animal 
darted up the chimney, and was ſcen 
no more. 


Now, the man, who ſericuſy re- 
peared 


E 
peated this ſtrange and ſingular 
hiſtory, was a Peer of the Realm, 
had been concerned in the active 
ſcenes of life, and was held in high 
eſteem and veneration among man- 
kind for his talents, wiſdum, and 
Chriſtian piety, After this informa— 
tion, which I give you as a ſerious 
fact, what have you to fay?—lIt is 
impoſſible but you muſt immediate-. 
ly withdraw your charge of Infide- 
lity agaipſt a period which could 
produce one ſuch implicit Believer. 


As for myſelf, I will readily con- 
feſs to you that I am neither a Scep- 
tic nor a Believer. I have enough 
of Scepticiſm to prevent the throw- 
ing my ſhare of Faith away: at the 
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ſame time I feel within me that 
_ . - * 
there is fomething, which I can- 
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not very well explain, the Bclief 
Whereof I ought to cultivate, and 
from wher.ce ] ſhould derive much 
ſatisfaction and contentment, could 
I but flame my mind to the pur- 


| Poſe. 
i ſorning, you ſhould ſtill continue to 


If, however, after all my rea- 


fix a ſceptical character upon the 
preſent age, I truſt that you will at 
leaſt diſcard it from your own breaſt, 


while I aſlure you of the great regard 
with which 1 am, 
Your molt ſincere 
numble Servant. 
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LETTER THE FORTIE TH. 


My dear Sir, | 
I OUR letters to me are thoſe 
of Friendſhip. Under the im- 
preſſion of this jentiment, I, at all 
times, receive them: nevertheleſs, 


they are attended with this diſa- 
orceable circumltance, that, ia my 
anſwers to them, I am fo often 
obliged to make myſelf the hero of 
my own tale. 


Your laſt charge has a fourdation 
in truth; and the perſons whom you 
name es being in the circle of my 
Intimacy, are received at my houſe, 
and admitted to my table, You tell 


F:2 me 


„ 
me it is not only a diſhonour, but a 
crime, to herd with ſuch men as 
— familiar aſſociates; and that it is 
beneath a rational being to receive 
theſe outcaſts from all other ſociety 
Il into mine, merely to be flattered by 
| their ſubmiſſion, to have baſe engines 
f i af my pleaſures, or objects for that 
1 * raillery which will not be returned. 
It is too true that J cannot altoge- 
ther combat the force of theſe very 
ſevere obſervations ; but let me per- 
{uade you te-beſtow, any ſmall por- 
tion of your Ie1ſyzt on the volume 
of human nature, to take a ſhort 
review of human failings, and then 
to caſt your eye upon that page 
whereon my name is written, You 
will there diſcover that my character 
| 18 
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0 
is divided between an ardent Deſire 
of Applauſe, and a more than 
equal Love of Pleaſure; and, on 
this diſcovery, your conſiderate re- 
gard will look with leſs ſeverity 
upon me. When you have done 
me this juſtice, proceed, I beſcech 
you, one ſtep farther; examine the 
World upon my ſubject, and you wilt 
know what confirmed prejudices it 
poſſeſſes againſt me; that J am the 


continual victim of its injuſtice; 


and that, not contented to blazon 
forth my defects and follies into a 
falſe, unnatural magnitude, it ſeems 


pleaſed with the malignant taſk of 
tabricating als to my diſhonour. 
Public opinion aims at excluding 
me from a familiar intercourſe with 
F 3 men 
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that tl us moſt Prodigal of all Prodi- 


gals ſhould meditate a re formation, 


and begin the falutary work with 
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in with paying my 


FEY ACE I 
Kind, 1 mhould! beg 
F F® 1 : LY . 1 * . ad 


EY Es their ſanckion to my infant 
repentance, thoſe holy men would 


not only ſuſpect the ſincerity of my 


declarations, but do my effrontery 


the credit to believe, tha“, under the 
ſemblance of contrition, ! was medi- 
tating ſome unholy impertinence to 
the lacred Lawn. Permit me to 
F 4 continue 


3 
continue the ſingular idea, and 
ſuppoſe me commencing my round 
of epiſcopal viſits with one of the 
FIRST CHARACTERS of this age and 
nation, the preſent 5:/op of London. 
After ſome heſitation on the part of 
my coachman, you may imagine me 
at his Lordſhip's gate, where it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that I ſhould 
find admittance.—But this is not all. 
A,. Lowth would, probably, 
throw my viſiting card 1nto the fire, 
and forbid the porter to enter my 
name in his book; while the Right 
Reverend Prelate would determine 
to take the opportunity of ſome de- 
bate in the Houſe of Lords, where- 
in I might be engaged, to fatisfy 
his politeneſs as a Gentleman, by 
_ leaving. 


C79 2 
leaving his name at my door, without 
any apprehenſion of being admitted 
within it. What! would you have 


me wander a ſolitary being through 


the world, too bad for the good, and 
too good for the bad ?—My whole 


nature ſhudders at the idea, and I 


ſhould periſh in the attempt. I love 
ſuperiority, flatrery, and eaſe; and 


the ſociety which you condemn aft- 


fords the threefold gratification. You 
will tell me that it conſiſts of diſ- 
honourable men: —in the common 
ſenſe of the term you may be right ; 
but dulcibus abundant vitiis; and, as 
bad inſtruments, in the hands of 
agreeable performers, make a plea- 
fant concert, fo theſe characters com- 
poſe an amuſing ſociety, With them 
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I am under no reſtraint; they know. 


the hiſtory of the day : ſome of 
them, allo, are well accompliſhed ; 
and, while they play upon one ano- 
ther, I can play upon them all. Be- 
ſides, coffee may be ordered at vwhat- 
ever hour I pleaſe without an op- 
poling look; and while I confer 
honour, I enjoy convenience. 


* 


You will, perhaps, be diſpoſed to 


— 


4. 


enquire if I think it worthy of me, 


in the phraſe of vulgar tongues, to 


y -— 3 
enjoy the Char att wh of of King of the 


C3 
x 


Company, — The love of rule, my 


dear Sir, is, more or leſs, the inmate 


of every breaſt: it is allied to all t! 
pre-eminent virtues; and the greateſt 
men have owed 175 greatneſs to it. 

Cæſar 
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Cæſar declared that the firſt office of 
a Village was preferable to the ſe- 
cond ſtation in the Roman World. 
Whitefield, 1 believe, would not have 
exchanged his "Tabernacle for a me- 
tropolitan Pioceſe; Zingendorſf, amid 
the ſubmiſſion of his Moravian fol- 
lowers, looked down with pity. on 
deſpotic Empire; nor, in the Govern- 
ment of my Pandemonium, do I 

envy all the didactic Honours oz 
your Lyceum. 


It may be an opinion which pro- 
ceeds from a 8 refinement,. 
but it is mine, — that Pleaſure is not 
Pleaſure, if düigzculnles are nece ſſary 
to its enjo y Mment. I WIIh, as lt were, 
to have it brought home to me, with- 

our 
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our my ſtirring acroſs the threſhold. 
My taſte for Gratification is like 
their Piety who erect chapels in 
their houſes : it makes a domeſtic 
Prieſthood neceſſary to me ; and 
while the perſons who compoſe it 
are zealous in their functions, I ſhall 
look no farther. The circumſtances 
of my paſt life have produced the 
colour of the preſent moment; a 
future period may receive another 
hue. The events of every paſſing 
hour, in characters ſuch as mine, as 
well as in others which are ſup— 
poſed to be much better, mult 
furniſh the tints, Experience may 
do ſomething in my favour z your 


friendly oracles may do more; the 
calls of public duty may have their 
ect, 


1 

effect. To conclude, Time and Chance 
happen unto all men; and, through 
their influence, the hour may arrive 
when Prelates will eat my ſoup 


without fear of contamination, and 
modeſt women admit me to their 
ſociety without apprehending a loſs 
of reputation. Do not be angry 
Vith me, I beſcech you; it is impoſ- 
ſible to treat the ſubject otherwiſe : 
and, if I might add another petition 
to the many you have already ſo 
kindly granted, let me entreat you to 
give our correſpondence a more plea- 
ling and profitabl e ſubject, than the 
failings of, 
Your very ſincere 
and obliged, &c. &c. 
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LETTER TRE FORTV- FIRST. 


HE World at large is 10 dif- 
poſed to generaliſe, that it is 
ſeldom right when it deſcends into 


the detail of opinion. It has fo 


many eyes and objects, that, in the 
act of particulariſing the ſources of 
its favour or diſapprobation, the 
rectitude or error of its concluſions 
are both the effect of hazard. I, 
as you too well know, have been the 
ſubject of its ſcvereſt cenſure ; bur, 
with all my faults, I have much 
realon to complain of its precipitate 
injuſtice. 


mon 


8 

Among other inſtances of its pre- 
mature indiſpoſition towards me, 
the circumſtance, to which you have 
alluded with fo much humour, is 
in proof of my aſſertion z and, to 
heighten my mortification at that 
time, my own family joined the po- 
pular cry: ſo that, in pronouncing 
all poſſibility of amendment, the 
devoted Prodigal was driven to a 
ſituation which abſolutely precluded 
him from it. 


My Father, in a long detail of my 
inworthineſs, which, with his uſual 
tenderneſs, he dealt forth to Harry 
De Salis, as a climax to the amiable 
hiſtory, concluded the hit of my 
enormities with declaring that I ac- 

tually 


(680 
tually intrigued with three different 
women of faſhion at one and the 
ſame time. Wichout making any 


comment on the very creditable ac- 
count given of me, and the favour- 
able picture which his pious Lord- 
ſhip diſplayed of our firſt-rate fe- 
males, permit me to aſſure you, that 
neither my proweſs with the ladies, 
nor any tooliih, unworthy deed of 
mine, occaſioned the paternal diſ- 
pleaſure of that moment. The 
ſubject of an occaſional morning's 
reading was the true, but unacknow- 
ledged cauſe of my diſgrace. I 
ſhall do myſelf the juſtice of rela- 
ting the fact to you in all its 
circumſtances. 


You 


1 3 

You muſt have heard of the cele- 
brated ſceptical writer Claude Anet. 
His works, and the proſecution 
which they brought upon him, have 
conſpired to give his name no ſmall 
ſhare of public notoriety. It will 
be allo neceſſaty to inform you, 
that, after the ſacred writings, Lord 
L— — — has directed his partial 
eſtimation to two popular theological 
productions. The one details, ex- 
plains, and obſerves upon, the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt ; ana the other 
defends the Character and Conduct 
of the Apoſtle Paul. The former 
was written by his dearly beloved 
friend Mr. I/eſt ;—the latter, by 
Himſelf. The infidel Claude Anet, 
2mong other matters, thought proper 
Vol. II. 'G to 


„ 
to give theſe two publications a par- 
ticular and ſeparate conſide ration. 
He had the abominable impudence 
to declare, that they were not only 
deficient in their principles, but that 
they were logically defective in the 
means they took to ſupport them: 
nay, he undertakes to give them 
arguments ſuperior to any they have 
uſed, and then to confute them. 
On this ground he opens his battery, 
and makes his attack; nor is he with- 
gut his partizans among men of 
learning and talents, as I have been 
informed, who do not heſitate to aſ- 


ſign him the victory. Of this I do 


not pretend to determine —l have, 
in truth, no genius for that line of 
criticiſm. The mode of proceeding, 
how- 
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Whom it was directed 


Ce | 
however, muit be acknowledged 
to have been accompanied with an 
air of inſolence and contempt, which 
might have been the cauſe of morti- 
3 to men of a leſs ſenſible fibr 
thoſe 


than one, at leaſt, of thoſe, = 


ed. It had this 
effect in the extreme: for the Pity 
of the Chriſtian gave way to the 
Pride of the Author; and the dam- 
nable Sceptic, inſtead of being the 
object of fervent prayer that he 
might be converted from the error 
of his way, was wafted, in a moment, 
by his pious Antagoniſt, to the howl- 
ing Portion of the Devil and his 
Angeles. 


In an unlucky hour it was diſco- 
CE vered, 
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vere, that this offenſive volume was 
in my poſſeſſion, and the ſubject of 
my occaſional meditation; and from 
hence arcie that unexpected burſt 
of diſpleaſure that fell with ſo much 
weight upon me, and which had 
inſtant recourſe to my graceleſs life, 
as the pretended reaſon for its juſti- 
fication. I do not know a quality 
of the human mind that is of ſuch 
an abſorbent nature as Vanity: in 
one diſappointed moment it will ſuck 


up the virtue of years. If Claude 


Anet had levelled his ſhafts in a 
different direction, or I had en- 
creaſed my caution in tracing their 
courſe, I might have intrigued with 
an whole ſeraglio of women of fa- 
ſhion, without drawing down upon 

me 


85 
me an atom of that vengeance of 
which I was the victim. I could not 
tell the true cauſe, as it would have 
encreaſed, if poſſible, the irritation 
againſt me, without doing any good; 
and, beſides, my authority would 
have been ll. ohrer than a feather, in 
the public pi inion, when put in 
competition with the power that 
perſecuted me: for, religious opi- 
nions apart, the whole was an abo— 
munable perſecution. 


T 


never felt ſo ſenſibly the incon- 


5 VVV 
venlence of a bad character as at 


this period. Impudence could do 
but little; Hy e ity, which 1s fo 
thick a garb for half mankind, was 
not a veil of gauze to me; and, as 


8 3 for 
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for Repentance, that was not in the 
reach of ordinary credibility, I 
was really in the ſituation of the 
Quaker s deg, wno, being caught 
in the fact of robbing the pantry, 
was told, in all the complacency of 
revenge, by his amiable maſter, I 
will not beat thee, nor kill thee, for 
thy thieving; but I will do a 

I will give thee a bad name; 
and immediately, on driving bim 
from the houſe, alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood with the calm aſſurance 
that he was a nad. d. 


y 
{ 


, 10 that the 
poor animal was purſued with the 
unreflecting br valey uſual on ſuch 
occaſions, which ſoon put an end to 
his exiſtence.— Lou may truly apply 
this ſtory to 
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LETTER TAE FORTY SECOND, 


OU muſt confeſs, as I am ſure 
you very well know, that one 
of the great arts, it not the princi- 
pal one, in acquiring a reputation, 
as well as preſerving it, is, to know 
the extent of our genius, what ob- 
jects are moſt ſuitable to it, in wa at 
track its Propentities 1 hould be con- 
ducted, and at what point los 
the limits beyond which it muſt 
venture with caution, as well as the 
ze ras ultra, whoſe barriers it muſt 
not venture to paſs. The man who 
pofſoſſes this knowledge, and acts 
according to the dictates of it, wall 
not fail to make a reſpectable e fig ure 
8 in 
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in any ſtation, and with any talents; 
but in an high ſtation, and with 
great talents, he may be ſecure of 
familiarizing his name with future 


ages. 


Ambition, an ardent and ſpecious 
child of Self-love, continually urges 
men to purſue objects beyond their 


reach. Avarice, an horrid, unnatu- 


ral cub of the ſame origin, and a 
diſgrace to it, takes a track which 
Reaſon diſdains, and Honour mult 
condemn, to ſatisfy its deſtres. En- 
vy delights itſelf in obſtructing the 
proſperous career of others; and 
Folly, dreaming of what it cannot 
poſſeſs, will aim at the wreath of 
Wiſdom, In ſhort, an i>norance:- - 


of. 


1 


63890 


of ourſelves, from whatever cauſe it 
may proceed, whether from paſſion 
or want of reflection, is the origin 
of all our miſtakes in private as well 
as public life. In the former, the 
miſchief may be of narrow extent; 
but, in the latter, the evil may 
affect, not only a people, but 
every quarter of the globe. The 
grand ſource of that glory which 
ſhone, and will continue to ſhine, 
with reſplendent luſtre on Mr. Pitt's 
adminiſtration of this country, till 
the annals. of it are no more, was: 
a right application of means!to ends, 


and, among others, of employing- 


5 


men according to the nature and 
tendency of their characters and 


talents. You muſt perceive the 
drift 


3 90 J 


drift of my argument; that it leads 
to the defence of my public poli- 
tical conduct ſince I have ſniccceded 
to my office in the conſtitution.— 
You tell me of application to bufi— 
neſs, and of throwing aſide a golden 


ſinecure as diſgraceful to a real pa- 
triot. Lou counſel me, in the moſt 
flattering manner, to claim an ar- 
duous pol of Government, and, by 
a vigilant attention to its duties, to 
make a better return for the cino- 
luments of office, than half a dozen 
flowery Orations in Parliament, du— 
ring a winter's ſeſſion, which are, 
in your opinion, ſufficiently rewarded 
by the gratifications of my own va- 
nity. This, I muſt acknowledge, is 


coming at once, and without cere- 
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3 
mony, to the point; but think for 
a moment, and aſk yourſelf, what 
kind of figure I ſhould make at the 
deſk, Can you imagine that 1t 1s in 


my nature, and, of courle, in my . 
capacity, to bear the oppreſſion of 
ſuch multifarious and eternal buſineſs 
as muſt claim the attention of an 
eminent official Stateſman? The 


admirable ſtructure of the Britiſſi ll 
Conſtitution, its commerce, its in- 1 


tereſts, and its alliances, have been 9 
the objects of my ſerious enquiry, 
and attentive confideration, I tak 
continual occaſion to watch the 
changing ſcene of its political move- 


ments: I form, with much thought, 


my opinions upon them: I deliver 


thoſe opinions, in my ſenatorial 
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capacity, to the world ; not from 
the ſuggeſtions of a giddy your, or 
from the ſpur of momentary vanity, 


but from curious refearch, ardent. 


reflection, and deliberate preparation. 
To this point my talents, fuch as 
they are, mult be directed; and, by 
having given them,. in ſome degree, 


their natural direction, I have ac- 
quired a political reputation, which 


would be lo{t in contempt and dori- 
fion, were they to be employed in 
the routine of official employment, 
and the perplexities of miniſterial 
duty. Beſides, if there be any thing 
which requires a more than Veſtal's 
vigilance, it is the guidance Of a 
principal wheel in the machine of 


our Government ; and ſuch a con- 


tinual 


8 


tinual attention is foreign to my 
nature. I might, perhaps, poſſeſs it 
for a certain time, and apply it with 
zeal, may I not add, with reputa- 
tion? but my exiſtence would be 
inſupportable, if the intervals of 
relaxation did not frequently relieve 
me, when E might retire 


To ſport avitb Emarpllis in the ſhade, 
Or with the tancles of Nexra's hair. 


There is a certain degree of 
phlegm abſolutely neceffary to the 
well-being of ſocicty ; but I poſſeſs 
not an atom of it. There is alſo 
an ardour of mind that leads to natio- 
nal as well as perſonal greatneſs, nor 
am J without an active flame of it; 
but it burns by flaſhes, and poſſeſſes 

5 me 
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me only in common with other con- 
tending paſſions, which, in their 
turn, command my. obedience, and 
are obeyed. Suffer the ſtream, I be- 
ſeech you, to how in thoſe channcls 
which Nature has deſigned for it: let 
it paſs on ſometimes in foaming eddies, 
and ſometim.s with a tranquil wave: 
be content to watch its progreſs; and, 
tho” it may now force its angry paſ- 
ſage through the divided mountain, 
your eye may ſoon behold its chryſtal 
ſurface refle& the golden harveſts 
and flowery meadows. But, ſhould 
its natural courſe be changed, it 
would be quickly loft in bog and 
moraſs; nor ever grow into that 
extent and grandeur of waters which 


many 
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many rivulets attain before they 
reach the ocean. 


Is there not, in my own family, 


an immediate circumſtance of ridi- 
cule wh ch comes in aid of tny ar- 
gument? My Father, who made 
a very reſpectable figure as a Senator, 
in both Houſes of Pariiament, and 
poffeſſed that theoretic political eru- 
dition which conſtituted him an able 
cyunſellor of the ſtate, was inc 


incapable, 
as you very well know, of counting 

twenty pcunds, if thrown in a pro- 
miſcuous heap of the different Britiſh 
coins: —nevertheleſs, he was appoint- 
ed to preſide at the Exchequer, to 
conttive ways and means, and to 
run through the combinations of fi- 


nance, 
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nance, without that knowledge of 
arithmetic which is neceſſary to an 
overſeer of the poor. And what 
was the conſequence? The whole 
nation was upon the titter during 


his ſhort-lived adminiſtration ; nor 


does any viſitor of Hagley Houſe pais 
through the room which is adorned 


with the Exchequer ſtrong- box, but 


beholds the empty badge and ſad 
memorial of his miniſterial honours 


with a fignificant look of wonder, 


or ſhrug of diſapprobation. 


The fage Phyſician endeavours to 


meliorate, but not to change, the 
conſtitution of his patient, and in- 
fuſes, by degrees, thoſe wholeſome 
aids which may help to leflen its in- 
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Ermitiess The ſame wile conduct 


ſhould be purſued in the care of 


mental health; and to aim at turn- 


ing the natural bent of Genius is 
an application of moral Quackery, 


which will deſtroy all fervour of 
ability, adminiſter an opiate to the 
faculties of the mind, bring on 
apathy and torpour, and deſtroy all 
intellectual nerve for ever. 


Adieu, &c. 


LETTER THE FORTT-THIRD. 


Take the opportunity of a Cher 


1 hour, while every one of the ſo- 


ciety here, except myſelf, is happy 
in the delirium of a fox chaſe, to 
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tell you where I am, what I am 


about, and with whom engaged. 


The ſpleen of a gloomy day ſeized 
upon my ſpirits ; ſo I ordered my 
chaiſe, and ſought the enlivening 
hoſpitality of this manſion. To in- 
creale our ſatisfaction, who ſhould 
arrive an hour after me but your 
Clerical Friend, whoſe blunt ſimpli— 
ity and unpoliſhed benevolence af- 
forded their uſual entertainment. 
Parſon i6aus--- for he has no other 
name v "hi in theſe walls--- came on 
Thurſday to dinner, and continued 
with us, in much joy of heart, till 
lay afternoon; when, ſuddenly 


awaking from a kind of half. ſnoring 


doze, he made a moſt vociterous and 


une X- 


* 
© 
1 
Fs 
* 
* 
o = 
et”, 
2 
3 
& 
"4 
x 


Q 


4.99 


unexpected demand if it was not the 
laſt day of the week; and receiving, 

after fome pauſe of aſtoniihment and 
110 ghter, an anſwer in the affirma- 
tire, he roſe in haſte, examined his 
pockets with a moſt anxious vivacity, 
and then broke the cordage of the 


bell, in the violence of ringing it, 


2. — 7 2 | / : i 
Beling TCQUELIEL 10 C&plain the 
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meaning of all this agitation, he 
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obſerved, in a tone of voice which 


1 * - 
betokened no ſmall di iſappointment, 


. * | 
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that as, in truth, it was Saturday, 


der of time, be Sunday; and, as 
Sunday was the Sabbath-day, it was 
immedistely return 
tor the 


1 duties 


16 morrow muſt, in the natural or- 
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duties of it. The night approached 


and threatened darkneſs; it was, 


therefore, propoſed to him to retake 
the poſſeſſion of his arm-chair, nor 


to think of buſineſs till the next 
morning. My good friends,” re- 
plied the Doctor, © it becomes me 
< to inform you, that my habitation 


js fourteen miles diſtant, and that 


cc the church, where I am to oſficlate 


il 


e to-morrow morning, is exactly in 
ec the mid-way ; ſo that, if I remain 


„ here till the time you propoſe, I 


% muſt ride fourteen miles to fetch a 
«ſermon, return ſeven of the ſame 
„ miles to preach it, and then go 
% Over thoſe individnal ſeven miles 
for the third time to preach. the 


*© ſame ſermon again, which 1 take, 
65 gc cor 


5 
1 


tot ) 


* according to common arithmetic, . 
** to be no leſs than twenty-eight 
* miles; and all this riding, with 


* double duty, will be too much 


c both for man and beaſt, I really 


c thought,“ continued our Divine, 


ce that I had equipped myſelf with 
& a ſermon in order to make the 


6 firſt church an half-way houſe on 


© my return to my own Pariſi 3. but 
e have either forgot to clap my 
ws HOST in my pocket, or I took 


it out accidentally with my to- 


& bacco-box in my way, and nave 
ce unfortunately dropped it in the 


29 


pockets one by one, not forgetting. 
the fide-pocket of his breeches,. 


turned them infic 
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from his fob poked down two 


E 
floor with a quantity of dry crumbs 


of bread and checſe, looked into 
his tohacro-box, took his watch 


9 
* 


* 
4 
© <Q 


bis fingers, examined the lining of 
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his coat, and, at engt, WILL A GCC 
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ſigh, and an buge ex cctoration upon 
his handkerchief, which he had 
thrown upon the ground, he gave it 
Un for loft. it wa "As {aid ne, 


& the beſt diſcourſe. I had to my 


: a S Y CY iN tit Si i 4 
66 Bag k, and as PEW) eee 
4 


* a 1 * pt 
hy ſupernaculu Um as ever Was incloſed 
120 . 
a by 1 11 1 23 
6c in black K CO 7 218 * 7 \ * Al 8 1 * 10 ee i : 
4 7 '$, g a © AY * 1. - 0 4 
continued he, into. three parts; 


LC 7＋ firſt 4 7c Oo Ai £5.y\ 77 1 ſ? / FLY he 
the 111 F A 28 LAK e 14 Iron u 2 


CC ? - 1 «| 4 ® / — 77 "— 2 7 — 3 
Lac {ocone 11 01 „ 22. 'V, Ana 


44 h h; 8 ee gen BHS F: 8 
1 2 1 111 rd W 28 Compo D* 1 * — 


8 e Po 
i. 4b, x eser Aff \ BD Aw 
cs ſell 3. e th e T ? Maetl Cal O Die- 


"A « ? 
* yations 
|, ww © #S & +4 


(103 
% vations Were tranſlated from A 
Latin Sermon preached and printed 
cc at Oxford in the year of our Lord 
4e 1935. On my obſerving that 
his diſcourfe had as many heads as 
Cerberus, he grew Warm, and told 
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put him in mind of the mention 
made, in Triſtram Shandy, of a Text 
which would ſuit any Sermon, and 
a Sermon which would fuit any 
Text. This the zealous Preacher 
loudly declared was a falſe inſinua- 
tion; for that his tex; was ſteady to 
its poſt, nor had ever deſerted it ; 
and that whoever took him for a 
man who would hold out a falſe 
flag, or change his colours; on any 
_ occaſion, miſtook his character, and 
did him a very ſenſible injuſtice, 
At this period, the Maſter of the 
houſe returned from a quiet but 
fruitleſs examination. of his book- 
caſe, for the purpole of finding, per- 
chance, ſome old printed ſermon 
which might have ſerved the Doc- 

ters 
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tor's purpoſe, prolonged the pleaſure 


of his ſociety, and ſaved him his. 
dark and dangerous journey. On 
this diſappointment, 1 ventured to 
remark, that, as he had given us. 
ſo many agrecable ſpecimens of his. 
ready Eloquence, it was certainly 
in his power to treat his flock with 
an extempore diſcourſe; and I 
ſtrongly recommended him to adopt: 
my idea, when, he ſtruck me dumb, 


by hinting to me, in a loud figni- 


ficant whiſper, that I was miſtaken: 
in ſuppoſing it to be as eaſy a bu- 
ſineſs to preach a ſenfible diſcourſe 
on a divine ſubject, extempore, in 
a Pulpit, as to talk a precipitate. 
hour of flowery, frothy nonſenſe, 
on a political one, in the Parlia- 

| ment 
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ment Houſe. At this moment of 
{uperiority his horſe was announced, 
and we all attended to hear, rather 
than to fee, him depart, which he 
did with much horſe language, and 
in a night of triple darkneſs. 


It was now ſeven o'clock ; our 
ſpirits were fled with the parſon: 
we gambled a little, but not wit! 
ſufficient ſpirit to keep us awake, 
till at length ſupper fortunately ar- 
rived to change the ſcene; and Thad 
icarce diſſected the wing of a capon, 
when we were all alarmed by a voice 
from the court, which repeated the 
cry of“ Houſe ! Houſe! with 
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uncommon vehemence. We le 
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when the ſame voice demanded, in 
the ſame tone, whether that was the 
road to Brid-enorth! On a reply 
in the negative, it continued, „I 
** {uppoſe, then, I am at Davenport 
«© Houje.” On a ſecond reply in 
the negative,.“ Then where the 


«© Devil am I?“ returned the voice, 
for we could ſee nothing; but the 
candles arriving, who ſhould appear 
but our unfortunate Doctor, who, 
after wandering about the commons 
for upwards of three hours, had, by 
mere chance, returned to us a | 

We received him in triumph, placed 
him at the head of the table, where, 
without grace or apology, or in- 
deed uttering a ſingle word, he 
ſeized on the beſt part of a fowl, 
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with a proportionable quantity of 
ham, and left us to laugh and be 
merry, while he voractouſly devoured 
his meat, and held his tongue. At 
jength, obſerving that bis clay want- 
ed moiſtening, and that Punch was 
a fluid the beſt adapted of any other 
to his ſoil, he did not delay an inſtant 
to quench his thirſty frame from a 
large bowl of that refreſhing beve- 
rage, The cords of his tongue were 
now looſened, and he informed us, 
that Providence, having, as he ſup- 
poſed, for wiſe and good purpoſes, 
intimated to him, by a variety of ob- 
ſtructions, that he ſhould not dif- 
charge his uſual functions on the 
morrow, it became him to ſhew a 
due reſignatien to the will of Hea- 

Ven,. 
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„ 
ven, and, therefore, he ſhould ſend 
his flocks to graſs cn the approach- 
ing Sabbath. In a ſimilar ſtrain 
he continued to entertain us, till, 
vezried with laughter, we were glad 
The next morning it was 
hinted to him that the company did 
not wiſh to reſtrain him from at- 
tending upon the divine ſervice of 
the pariſh; but he declared that it 
would be adding contempt to neg- 
lect, if, when he had abſented him- 
elf from his own churches, he 
| ſhould go to any other. —This cu- 
rious etiquette he ſtrictly obſerved ; 
and weed a Sabbath, contrary, 


J fear, both to Law and Goſpel. 


In the fulneſs of his heart, dur 


Divine 
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e 
Divine has given us an invitation to 
dine with him at his parſonage on 
Thurſday next. I expect infinite 
entertainment from the party; and 


you may depend, by the ſuccceding 
poſt, to receive the beit Haſh uf it 


which the Cookery. of my pen can 
afford you, In the mean time, and 


at all times, I remain, 


LET 1E ER THE FORTY -1 OUR TI. 


E ville is paid, and more 


than anſwefed the warmeſt 


OY which could be formed 


iy * 2 1 . 
b. Wa reverend Hoſt 


that 


i 

that each of his gueſts ſnould bring 
his diſh, but that they ſhould indivi- 
dually name it. This eaſy prelitni- 
nary was readily 1 el with, and 
it was my lot to give birth to as ex- 
cellent a plumb-pudding as ever 
ſmoaked upon a table; which, from 
ny adoption, he is reſolved, in fu- 

ture, to call a Lyttelion, You tee 
what honours watt upon me, and to 
what ſolid exccliznce my title is aſſi- 
milated. F— — — had named a 
coole, which he e chriſ- 
tened after its godfather, who did 
not quite reliſh the joke, and could 
hardly force a laugh, when the reſt 
of the company were burſting. The 
whole meal was a very comfortable 
one; and the Doctor produced us 
| no 
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no ſmall quantity of very tolerable 


wine: his punch was grateful to 
the noſtrils; but he had made it in 
à large pewter veſſel, fo like a two- 


handled chamber-pot, that my reſo- 


Jution was not equal to the applying 
of 1t to my palate. 


On its being obſerved that he muſt 


have taken no ſmall pains to pro- 


cure all the good things before us, 
he declared that no trouble had at- 


tended any one article but the pud- 


ding, which, he ſaid, had almoſt 


deftoyed a pair of black pluſh 


breeches, in riding round the coun- 
try to lcarn how it ſhould be made 
in perfection. “ You cannot be 


& jenorant, my Lord,“ continued our 


Divine, 


n 
Divine, addreſſing himſelf particu- 
larly to me, * that a plumb- pudding 
* is nothing more than a pudding, 
cc however it may be compoſed, 
© with plumbs added to the other 
„ingredients; but, apprehenſive 
© that the ordinary ſkill of our 
c homely kitchens, in this particular, 
* might not be agreeable to ſuch 
<< refined palates as yours, I reſolved 
„ to traverſe the whole neighbour- 
* hood in order to obtain all neceſ- 
* ſary intelligence, Every learned 
e perſon, to whom I applied, agreed, 
£ as your Lordſhip may ſuppoſe, in 
« the eſſential articles of flour and 
„water, milk and eggs, ſuet and 
&* plumbs, or raiſins; but the vari- 
« ety of other articles, which were 
Yor. II. 1 8 
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c ſeverally recommended, filled two 
* pages of my memorandum- book, 
e and drove me almoſt to deſpair, 
c Tn the Multitude of Counſellors 
« I did not, according to the pro- 
ce verb, find Wiſdom, but Confuſion, 
6 I was ſucceſſively, alternately, and 
* ſeparately, adviſed the addition of 
« rum, brandy, wine, ſtrong beer, 
e ſpices of every ſort, chopped liver, 


* and Holland's gin.— With this 


load of multifarious intelligence, 
* J haſtened to the market-town, 
ce furniſhed myſelf with every ingre- 
& dient my own little ſtorehouſe did 
* not poſſeſs, and returned home 
& Jaded, fatigued, and my pockets 
ce laden with the produce of all 
quarters of the globe. But another 

wh 66 im- 
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important labour,“ added the 
Doctor, ſucceeded in the conſulta- 
tion about the choice and due mode 
« of applying the hoard of grocery 
ce and variety of liquors which were 
60 diſplayed in form on the kitchen 
<« dreſſer: it was a ſolemn buſineſs, 
« for the Lerd bad commanded it. 
“ Conſultation, however, begot dif- 
< ference of opinion, and difference 
of opinion brought on diſpute; 
* ſo that I was at length obliged to 


* interpofe my authority; and, to 


© ſhorten the buſineſs, I ordered all 
« the various articles, conſiſting of 
© more than a dozen in number, to 
* be employed without favour or 
« affection, The motley mixture 
« was accordingly made, and asevery 

12 «« perſon 
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* perſon conſulted ſeemed to agree, 
that the longer it boiled the better 
cc it would prove, ] ordered it to 
dé be put in the pot at midnight, 
c and ſent for a famous nurſe in 
ce the neighbourhood to fit vp with 
cc it, And, with a Veſtal's vigilance, 
to keep in the fire till the family 
ee aroſe, In this ſtate of concoc- 
„tion the pudding remained till 
« after the arrival of this good com- 
* pany, who, I hope, will be ſo pre- 
« judiced in its favour, from the 
« Herculean labour which produced 
it, as to attack its circumference 
« with Herculean appetites.” —Here 
ended the culinary oration, and, as 
I before obſerved, the ſubject of 
it contained unrivalled excellence; 

and, 


1 6, 
and, tho! we laughed at it and over 
it, we did not fail to cauſe a very 
apparent diminution of its ample 
dimenſions. — Thus, my dear friend, 
we eat and laughed, and drank and 
laughed, till night ſtole impercep- 
tibly upon us; when our hoſpitable 
hoſt informed us, that he had two: 
beds and à cradle in his own houſe; 
and that he had prepared three others 
at two neighbouring Farmers: fo 
that we might be at reſt, as to our 
lodging, nor like him encounter the 
perils of a darkſome night. The 
Squires, added he, muſt adjourn 
to my neighbours; my two beds 


will ferve the Peer and the Baronet, 


and I myſelf will take to the cradle. 
Now, this Cradle, which cauſed us 
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no little mitth, and will, I preſume, 
have a ſimilar effect upon you, who 
are acquainted with the huge figure 
which was to occupy it, this 
Cradle, I ſay, is a moſt excellent 
moveable for a ſmall houſe, It is 
made of a ſulicient fize to hold 


an infant fix feet in length, can be 
placed any where, and will enable 
an hoſpitable ſpirit to ſupply 2 
friend with a lodging when his 
beds are engaged. If I had not 
been fearful of affronting our 
Divine, I fhould have indulged 
my curious fancy by going to 
rooſt in it; but the beſt bed 
was prepared for me, and the fine 
Holland fheets, which, probably. 
had not been taken out of the 
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ſweet - ſcented preſs for many a 
month, were ſpread for my repole : 
nor would my ſlumbers have been 
ſuſpended for a moment, if the 
linnen had not produced ſo ſtrong 
an efluvia of roſemary, that I al- 
moſt fancied myſelf in a coffin, and 
wrapped in a winding-ſheet. But 
Fatigue ſoon got the better of Fan- 


cy; and I awoke the next morning 


to Life and Spirits, but not tv 
Immortality. 


Before I bid you adieu, permit 
me to add a ſingular example of 
complimentary repartee, which our 
friendly hoſt, very unexpectedly, 
addreſſed to me, previous to our 
departure, 


I 4 As 


5 


Wy 


As I was looking out of the 
parlour window, from whence no- 
thing is to be ſeen but a black, dreary 


heath, he aſked me how I liked the 
proſpect. I anſwered, that, from its 


wild appearance, if Nebuchaduczgar 


had been doomed to paſture in his 
environs, he mull have died of hun- 


ger. And if that Prince, replied 


the Doctor, had been ſentenced to 
have paſſed his /avage years in your 


park at Hagley, he need not havs 


regretted the loſs of a throne, or 
wiſhed a return. to the enjoyment 
of his human fun&ions.—At this. 
period of ſelf- importance, which, 
in the very deſcription, returns upon 


me, you cannot be ſurprized if I 


uke my leave, Adieu! 
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LETTER TAE FORTY-FIFTH. ; 

: My dear — —, f 
: 1 gives me no ſmall ſatisfaction g 
| to be aſſured, that my two laſt let- , 
ters have afforded you the ſatisfac= _ , 

tion it was their office to communi- . 


cate. The rural Divine plays a 
moſt admirable part in the jovial in- 
terludes of provincial ſociety. It 
is a pleaſant circumſtance to mect 
occafionally with a man, whoſe 
humour, ſenſe, and foible, are ſo 
blended, that, while he poſſeſſes 
the pleaſant mixture of ſimplicity 
and vanity, which bars him from 
diſtinguiſhing when you laugh with 
him or at him,—vou may give a 

The looſe: 


„ 
looſe to the whole of your mirthful 
diſpoſitions, without any reſtraint 
from the fear of giving offence.— 
Our reverend Friend told B— —, 
that he is in no ſmall diſgrace with 
his pariſhioners for entertaining ſo 
great a Sinner as I am; and that 
one of them, who had ſeen me at 
Kidderminſter declares throughout the 
neighbourhood that I have a cloven- 
foot. I am not without my expec- 
tations that equal vouchers will be 
produced for my tail and horns, and 
then the Devil will be compleat. 


At length, the grave and anxious 
occupations of worldly wiſdom ſuc- 
ceed to mirth and jollity. The In- 
tereſt of Money, and the Value of 
5 Lives, 


. 
Lives, together with Truſts and Se- 
curities, are the ſubjects of my pre- 
ſent meditations. To explain myſelf, 
I am conſidering a plan for eafing 
my eſtate of the jointures to the two 
Dowager Lady Lytteltons,---for they 
are both ſo in fa&t,---by making a 
purchaſe of equivalent annuities for 
their valuable hves. Fortune has 
been kind to me, and I will for 
once win your applauſe, by apply- . 
ing her gifts to ſenſible purpoſes, - 
To uſe a news-paper ſpecies of por- 
traiture, what think you of the 
picture of a young nobleman offer- 
ing the Favours of Fortune on the 
Altar of Wiſdom, by the preſent 
Lord Lyttelton. If this idea ſhould 
be compleated, . and, I aſſure you, 
55 the 
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the dead colouring is diſappearing; 
apace,---will you place the painting, 
in the cabinet of your mind, in the 
room of the picture which you de- 
ſigned, and have ſo often retouched,, 
of that ſelf-ſame nobleman ſacrift- 
cing the Gifts of Nature to Folly, 
Vice, and Intemperance. 


I truſt and believe, that a ſordid 
thirſt after money will never be 
added to the catalogue of wy fail- 
ings, It is true, that the love of 
Play proceeds from the Defire of 
Gain ; and is, therefore, ſaid. to be 


. 
- 


founded on an avaricious principle. 
If this be fact, Avarice is the uni- 
verſal paſſion ; for I will venture to 
afbrm, that, more or leſs, we are all 

Game- 
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Gameſters by Nature. But the de- 
ſire of winning money for the ſake 
of ſpending it, and encreaſing the 
Joys of life, is one thing ; and the 
ardour of acquuing it, in order to 
lock it up, and render it uſeleſs, is 
another. 


Mammon, the leaft erected Spirit that fell 
Frein Heab'n: for een in Head n b. 
| lyoks and thoughts gs 

Were aiways diwnwards bent, admiring 
mere | 2. 

The rich?s of Heaw'n's pavement, trodden 
geid, | 

Than ought divine or holy elſe enjoy" d 


In wijien beattfic, 


I remain, moſt truly, &c- 


J cannot, at preſent, give a correct 
anſwer to your enquiry ; but, 
From the recolle&ion of the mo- 

ment, 
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ment, the only inſcriptions written 
or corrected by my Father, in the 
Temple of Britiſh Worthies at 
Stow, are thoſe beneath the Buſtos 
of Locke, Pope, and Sir Fohbn Bar- 
nard : but I will take an oppor- 
tunity of ſatisfy ing you with a 
more accurate information. 


—— uy 
3 
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LETTER TRE FORTY-SIXTH, 


- — —, by no means, deſerves. 
A your pity; and the conduct 
which I have, of late, uſed, and 
Mall continue to uſe, towards him, 
_ ariſes from my perfect knowledge of 
his character, and the remembrance 
of his former treatment of myſelf. 


| told 


6347 
f told you long ago, when my Bul- 
ruſh hung its head, that, high as 
this Gentleman then bore himſelf, 
the time would come when he would 
hang his head in his turn, and bend 
his back for me to tread upon. All 
this and more is now come to paſs, 


You expreſs your ſurprize that he 
does not diſcover ſome degree of 
reſentment on the occaſion of his 
laſt journey to Hagley. The Fever 
of that buſineſs fluſhed him with no 
ſmall hope, and the ſucceeding Ague 
Mook him with diſappointment . 
but he had the prudence to conceal | 
his ſymptoms, and I left him ho” 
cure himſelf; He may bluſter in a 
{uard-room with ney · commiſſioned 
Enſigns, 


( 1868 3 

Enſigns, and, in the leiſure of 2 
Tilt-yard Duty, may weave fanciful 
wreaths of future Fame; nay, he 
may venture to give his name to 
the world in a News-paper, or the 
Title-page of a miſerable Poem ; 
but the proweſs of our Hero will go 
no farther. If I were to bid him 
go to the Pomona of Focknel for a 
Pippin, he would not heſitate a mo- 
ment, and would burn his fingers, 
willingly, in roaſting it; and, when 
J had caten the pulp, he would 
content himſelf with the core. 


All this my little Greek exactly knows ; 
And bid him go to Hell, to Hell he goes. 


If, however, your obſtinate huma- 
nity ſhould look towards ſuch an 
Object, have a little patience, and 
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he will give you an opportunity for 
the full exerciſe of it.— l am in the 
ſecret ; but | ſhall not gratify his 
vanity by betraying it, After all, I 
find him convenient, and to my 
-purpoſe. Ne is ready, ſubmiſſive, 
and not without amuſement. If he 
were to die, I ſhould ſay with 
Shakeſpeare, 1 could bave Auteur par d 
a better man. 


At this moment, he is ſitting on 
the other ſide of my table, in the 
act of making ſome of his own bad 
poetry worſe, in which agreeable 
buſineis, | may, perhaps, be kind 
enough to give him ſome affiſtance. 
Vou would not, probably, have ſuſ- 


pected him in ſo cloſe a vicinity to 
Vol. II. K me z 
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me; but it is the fact: and when 


I have folded up my letter, he ſhall 


encloſe ic in its exvelope, and et the 


ſeal to this certificate of his own 
good qualities; nay, I will make 
him direct it into the bargain. 
Y our pense, it is true, will ſuffer 
for this whim of mine, but the reve- 
nue will be a gainer; a circumſtance 
which mult ſatisfy you as a Patriot, 
on the truly political idea of mak- 
ing oll. es productive to the State. 


Lou may obſerve, however, and 


with ſome reaſon, that cvery one 
ſhould pay for his own. To ſuch 
a remark 1 have nothing to anſwer, 


but that I am, 
Y our fincere and faithful, &c. 


LET- 


Fo 
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LETTER Tus FORTY-SEVENTH, 


Shall expect you with impa- 
tience, and am much flattered 
that you can leave the ſociety of 
your Friend C—— for the ſake of 
yielding to my ſollicitations. Is it 
beyound the reach of your influence 
to perſuade him to accompany you 
I am apprehenſive, that he may 
have ſome ſcruples in being 4 
gueſt of mine; but, if he will accord 
me that honour, I will aſſume the 
virtue, tho' I have it not, and he 
hall find nothing chez moi which 
ſhall give the icaſt offence to the 
_ tranquil purity of his character. 
Perhaps you will be my guarantee 


KR 2 upon 
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upon the occaſion. We were at 
Eton together, tho' not in any 
particular intimacy 3; and fince 
that time I had once the pleaſure 
of dining with him. I happened 
by chance to be preſent when he 
propoſed to give an Etonian 
dinner: his politeneſs led him to 
invite me, and the party was moſt 
pleaſant and claſſical. A particular 
circutuſtance of it I ſhall never 
forget. One of the company, who 
had done honour to his table 
by indulging a very voracious appe- 
tite, when the deſert was ſerved, 
thought proper to recolle& the 
deficiency of a diſh of fiſh which 
had been promiſed him, and, in 
the true vein of gorged diſappoint- 
nh ment 
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ment, reproached your friend for 
his forgetfulneſs. The reply was 
ſingular, affecting, and, to the beſt 
of my recollection, as follows: 
Mhen I met you this morning,” 
ſaid Mr. C——, © I was proceeding 
to Temple-bar for the purpoſe of 
« expending an allotted trifle in a 
« Turbot ; but, a few minutes after, 


„J received an unwilling appli- 
cation from a very diſtreſſed per- 
« ſon, to whom a Guinea was far 
% more neceſſary than the addition 
t of one particular diſh to a plentiful 
« dinner would be to you, and 
© you very well know the ſtrict 
regulations of my Exchequer. 
It is true,” continued he, that 
* you haye loſt your Fiſh ; but it 3 

K 3 ws * equally 


6. 


( 134 ) 
e equally true, that, from the ſame 
cauſe, a poor unfortunate fellow- 
« creature has loſt his Deſpair. Be- 
« ſides, the reliſh of the Turbot 


<« muſt have long been ſuperſeded - 


* on your Palate, and I have added 
x 

* a pleaſure to my Heart which will 

« Jait for ever.” 


He expreſſed 
| himſelf with much more eaſe and 
ſimplicity than I have done; and I 
was ſo affected, that, had I then 
enjoyed my preſent Affluence, I 


ſhould have inſta ntly ſubſcrided to 


hoſpitals, and gone about in ſearch 

doing good. But, alas! the eſe 
thoughts, morally ſpeaking, of my 
better days, have been rendered 
fruitleſs in the ſucceſſion of evil 
habits x and I know not here I» 


\1 
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ſhall find a reſtorative, unleſs the 


ſociety of your friend ſhould renew 
its former influence over me. 


* 


Another circumſtance of a very 


difterent nature - occurs to me from 


the recollection of that day's plea- 
ſure. Poor 7obn Damer was one 


1 „ Og a 
"C04 the COLLDANY, He has made à 


ſtrange exit in a ſtrange manner. 


We were at Eton and in Italy to- 


gether, and, at ſubſequent periods, 
in the habits of friendly connection. 
Few of thoſe who knew him have 
been more gloomily affected by the 
melancholy event than myſclf, I 


have been informed, that the King 


has exerted his royal anfluence to 
preveat the publication. of David 
K 4 iTume's 


# 


e 
Jume's poſthumous treatiſe in de- 
fence of Self-Murder. J am well 
coonvinced, that his Majeſty has 
ated with his accuitomed regard 
to the weltare of his people, in pro- 
curing the ſuppreſſion of a work 
dangerous to ſociety, and in direct 


oppoſition to evangelical precept: 


but, for my own part, I cannot 


conceive, that any man, in this 


period of the world, could ever 
be argued into putting a willing 


end to his exiſtence, unleſs ſore 


circumſtances of ill-fortune, ſome 
malady of the mind, or ſome. tor- 


turing diſeaſe of the body, more 


than co-operated with the arguments 
of the reaſoning fataliſt. Monteſquien 
does not write like himſcif upon 


* 
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„„ 
the ſubject; and Rowſeau, who 
ſeems purpoſely not to anſwer his 


own arguments in favour of Suicide, 
defends it with ſentiment, inſtead of 
reaſon. Many examples are given, 
in the works of different writers, 
of amazing coolneſs in the ac 
of Self. deſtruction, which repre- 
ſent the ſtroke as having been gi- 
ven in youth, health, and proſperity. 
I cannot truſt to appearances in theſe 
or any fimilar examples; nor can 
I believe, that the mens ſana in cor- 
pore'ſano, with the comforts of life, 
ever could ſubmit to an act of 
ſuch dreadful uncertainty, I have, 
ſometimes, taken up the argument 
in favour of Self- murder, by way 


| of ſupporting an opinion, exerciſing 


a talent, 


„ 
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a talent, or convincing a fool; but 
T will, honeſtly, acknowledge, that 
the weakeſt of my antagoniſts have 
ever got the better of me on this 
ſubject, tho! I might not perhaps 
publiſh my conviction, Virgil's 
picture of the after-miſery of thoſe 
whoſe hands have given a prema- 
turity to their end, would ſtagger 
the utmoſt ſophiſtry of erring 
reaſon. 


— - lam vellent athere in alto 
Pauperiem pati et duros perferre labores! 


Deſpair, as it ariſes from very 
different and oppoſite cauſes, has 
various and diſtinct appearances, 
It has its rage, its gloom, and its 
indifference; and while, under the. 


former, 


1 

former, its operations acquire the 
name of Madneſs, under the latter 
it bears the title of Philoſophy.— 
Poor John Danier was no Philofopher; 
and yet he ſeems to have taken his 
leap in the dark with the marks 
both of an Epicurean and a Stoic. 
He acted his part with coolneſs, 
and ſought his preparation in the 
mirth of a brothel. 


This is an awful ſubject; and, 
in caſting my eye over what I have 
haſtily written upon it, I obſerve 
lome inaccuracies which I ſhould 
be glad to correct. But it is not 
my office, nor is it in my preten: 
ſions, to inſtruct you. When you 
are here, I will amuſe you with a 
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pamphlet, which, without that 
particular view, is a compleat phy- 
ſical, or rather anatomical, reply 
to thoſe who defend the right of 
Self- murder. It is a treatiſe on the 
Ganglions of the Nerves, by a Doctor 
Fobnſtone, a phyſician in my deigh- 
bourhood. It is written with the 
pen of a ſcholar, and poſſeſſes 
throughout a moſt perſpicuous in- 
genuity. This Gentleman attended 
my Father in his laſt illneſs; and 
was not only his Phyſician, but his 
Confeſſor. 


Your letter to me coñſiſts of four 
tines, and I have returned as many 
pages. This kind of illegal intereſt 
is not after my uſual faſhion ; 

but 


: 
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but your kindneſs deſerves an hun- 
dred fold from, 


Your affectionate, &c. 


LETTER TAT FORTY-EIGHTH- 


OU are not the only one of my 
manycriticifing friends, who have 
expreſſed their ſurprize at my taking 
ſo kindly to the Surry Dell, and be- 
coming ſo dead to rural magnificence 
as to neglect Hagley's gaudy ſcene 
and proud domain, C—— H——, 
in one of her viſits to this place, 
told me that I looked like a toad 
in an hole, Be that as it may, 
it is ſhady, elegant, convenient, 


luxuriant, 


( 142 ) 
luxurious, and ſnug ; a term pe- 
culiar to Engliſh comfort, and not 


tranſlatable into any other language. 
Beſides, a villa is a neceſſary ap- 
pendage to that rank whoſe dignity 
you ſo often recommend me to 
maintain; and in what ſpot could 
a Britiſh Peer find a more delight- 
ful retreat than mine to ſolace 
himſelf in the interval of public 
duty? Or where is the Ægerian 
grot, in whole auſpicious ſolitude he 
could better hold his fecret coun- 
ſcls with the guardian Genius of 


his Country. But, badinage apart, 


its vicinity to the Metropolis is 
one of its principal recommenda— 
tions; and to a man of my tenden- 


cies, a Cottage at Pimlico is prefer— 


5 
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(143 
able to a Palace in the diſtant Coun- 


tics, Here I find no inconvenience 


in a rainy day : the means of 
diſſipating a gloomy temper are 
within my beckon. If I wiſh to be 
alone, I can ſhut my gates and ex- 
clude the world; or, if I want ſo- 
ciety, my poſt-chaiſe will quickly 
bear me hence, or fetch it here. 
On the contraty, Hagley, which is, 
certainly, an Elyſian ſcene, uniting 
in itſelf grandeur, beauty, and 
convenſence, dzes not poſſeſs any of 
theſe advantages; and I might die 
there of ennui, before any- thing 
like the neceſſary remedy could be 
found. In that ſpot, all del'ghtful 
as it is, I cannot enjoy the advan- 


1 


tage of the ſociety which I pre- 


fer; 
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fer; nor, when I am tired of 
company, is it poſſible for me to 
be alone. The neighbourhood is 
extremely populous ; manufacturing 
towns ſurround me on all ſides, 
turnpike-roads environ me ; and the 
_ proſpect, from every window in my 
houſe, glares with ſuch a variety of 
intruding objects, that I have been 


often thankful to the ſhades of 


night for giving me to tranquillity 
and to myſelf, Beſides, the Pariſh- 
Church is in my park; and I 
have more than once awoke from 
brilliant dreams, by the cackling 
of goſſips in full trot to a chriſt- 
ening : nay, I have ſometimes 


ſhuddered to ſee on my ſplendid g 


lawns the dirges due and ſad array 
| | Of 
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of the ruſtic funeral. = But this 
is not all. Coaches full of travel- 
lers of all denominations, and 
troops of holiday neighbours, are 
bourly chaſing me from my apart- 
ments, % by ſtrolling about the en- 


virons, keep me a priſoner in it. 
The Lord of the Place can never 
call it his for a day during the 
finer part of the year. Nor am 
I proud, as others have been, of 
holding myſelf forth to the com- 
plimentary envy of thoſe who 
come to viſit it. My pride is not 
of that complexion ; and the con- 
ſciouſneſs of poſſeſſing the firſt place 
of its kind in Europe, is a ſufficient 
fatisfaftion to me, without ſne wing 
Vol, II. C 
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any preference to it as a rurzi re- 
{dence. 


The little ſpot from whence I 


have the pleaſure to addreſs you, 


has won my fondeſt attachment, 
H — — left me this morning. 
We paſſed the whole of yeſterday 
evening in ſearching into the na- 
ture of the foul, and contriving 
ways and means for the final diſ- 
ſolution of the world. We are 
neither of us qualified to make any 


great figure in Aſtronomy or Meta- 


phyſics; nevertheleſs, we became 
very familiar with the heavenly 
Bodies, and diſcourſed, with a 
moſt impoſing gravity, on Matter 
and Spirit, We exerciſed all our 

inge- 


6 


ingenuity. to find out in what part 
of the human frame the ſoul had 
fixed her abode, but were totally 
unable to make the diſcovery, till 
our friend, with his uſual ſingu— 
larity of thought, determined it 
to be in every part where there 1s 
ſenſation, and, particularly, in theſe 
parts where ſenſation is moſt ex- 
quiſite. But, as it is much eaſier 
to pull down ſyſtems than to eſta- 
bliſh them, we deſtroyed the Globe, 
and all that it inherits, with 
ſurprizing expedition. A Comet 
was ſeized upon by both of us, 
at the ſame moment, as the engine 
to be employed in the tremendous 
conflagration, The conteſt for the-: 
originality of this idea was carried 
L 2 on, 
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on, with equal zeal, between us, 


for ſome time, which my Antago- 
niſt concluded by introducing 
another very infereſting ſubject for 
enquiry: Whether the great Day of 
Judgment was to precede, accom- 


pany, or follow, this great event 
of the world's diſſolution? In the 


courſe of his harangue, he roſe 
to ſuch a fervour of thought, 


delivered ſuch forcible language, 
and intermingled ſuch ſtrilling 
expreſſions from the, Scriptures, 


that he grew pale beneath his own 
conceptions. The alarm was con- 


tagious, aud made my blood curdle 


in its veins. I verily believe, if 
a rattling thunder-ſtorm had im- 
mediately followed his oration, that 


ae 
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our confuſion would have been too 
ſerious to have admitted of an 
acknowledgement. The two Ladies, 
WhO compoſed our audience, were 
thrown into ſuch a terror of mind, 
that I began to apprehend the 
evening's amuſement would have 
. concluded in ſending two hand- 
ſome and uſeful women to the 
Magdalen. My houſe, with all its: 
advantages, is not calculated for the 
actual work of contrition, tho' it may 
prepare the way for it; and if ſuch 
a ſcene of repentance had really hap- 
pened, it would have conſtituted an 
Kra in my life ſufficient to ſeduce 
the attention of mankind from all 
the paſt ſingularities of it., 
I remain, &c. 
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| LETTER Tus FORTY-NINTH, 
My dear — , | 
HAVE obeyed your eommands, 


and read, with a very continued 
attention, Des Recherches ſur le Deſ- 


potiſine Oriental. The author is 2 


perſon of conſiderable erudition, ac- 
tive thought, and lively imagination. 
He ſteers his veſſel with no common 


' addreſs on the ocean of Conjecture, 


and 1 have beheld his courſe with 
much admiration. . But, tho' he may 
help to forward an advanced pro- 
greſs in Infidelity, I cannot flatter 
him with the ſuppoſition that he 
alone has ever made an Infidel. The 
Paradox of primitive Theocracies, 
] believe, is not a new one, tho? he 


| may have given it a novelty of EXA- 


* * 


. 
mination, and branched it forth into 
a variety of new ramifications. A 
writer, who ſtrikes at the very root of 
Sacred Hiſtory, which has been an ob- 


ject of faith to ſo great a part of the 


more enlightened world for ſuch a 
courſe of ages, and poſſeſſes the ſup- 


port of collateral Tradition, as well 


as a ſupernatural ſtrength of internal 


Evidenge, — ſuch an author, I ſay, 


ſhould produce ſomething more than 
Hypotheſis, tho' ſupported by the 
molt coloſſal ſtrength of human Eru- 
dition: nay, it may not be the leaſt, 
among the many arguments in fa- 
vour of the Sacred Writings, that 
nothing but Hypotheſis can be 
brought againſt them. A Faith of 
ſome thouſand years is not to be de- 
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ſtroyed by the elaborate, but artifi- 


cial Conjectures of a modern Infidel, 


I will oppoſe to your ingenious 
Frenchman the learned Mr. Bryant, 
of our own country, whoſe late 


ſplendid publication is' an honour to 


our age and nation. The Gallic In- 
fidel muſt fink into nothing before 
the veteran abilities of our Engliſh 
Believer. — Theſe caſual thoughts, 
my dear friend, are my own ; and 
you may be aſſured, that I have not 


ſtolen them from any pious page of 


my Father's manuſcript lucubrations. 


But T ſhall quit a ſubject, which 


is not in the ordinary line of my en- 


quiries, and whereon can only ha- 
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the uninformed reflections of the 
moment, to thank you for the very 
judicious and elegant manuſcript 
which you have entruſted to my pe- 
raſal, It has all my praiſe. The 
dialogue is natural; the language 
chaſte ; the characters finely diſcri- 
minated; the ſentiments admirably 
appropriated; and the moral, if 1 
may uſe the expreſſion, irreſiſtably 
propoſed to the buſineſs and boſom. 
of the reader.. I will hope that you. 
will continue to gild your leiſure 
hours with ſuch delightful amule- 
ments, and that your philanthropic 
ſpirit will give them to inſtruct and 
improve mankind. 


What think you of bringing Mrs. 
Montague 


— — — ——— — — 
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Montague and Miſs Carter upon your 
charming Theatre ? The ſimilarity 
of thoſe ladies characters in ſome 
points, and their diſſimilitude in 
others, would be finely pourtrayed by 
your pen, and might give you an 
opportunity of determining the juſt 
merits and ſtandard of a literary fe- 
male. The one is an highly-in- 
ſtructed, accompliſhed woman, poſ- 


ſeſſed of great affluence, who indulges 


| herſelf in a chaſte diſplay of faſhion- 


able as well as literary elegance, 
makes her drawing-room the Lyceum 
of the day, maintains a” luxurious 
hoſpitality for the votaries of- that 
ſcience which ſhe loves, and patro- 
nizes the learning which ſhe has her- 
felf adorned, The other, an a ſtate 
| of 


Cot) 
of contented mediocrity, is humble 
as tho' ſhe knew nothing, while ſhe 
is not only the moſt learned Woman 
of any age, but one of the moſt 
learned perſons of that in which ſhe 
lives. The pure, ſublime Genius, 
which never ſwerves from Virtue, 
accompanies her in the paths of ri- 
gid Diſcretion, and is contented to 
lumber, while its favourite Votary 
is employed in the daily, habitual 
exerciſe of domeſtic duties. This 
colloquy ſhould take place between 
Juſtice, accompanied by Vanity en- 
forcing reward, and Merit, attended 
by Modeſty, who will ſcarce ſuffer 
an acceptance. They muſt be made 
to contend, not for their own, but 
each other's genius and virtue; and 


"oy 
” hr — — — —— — —— — —— — 
—— — ———ů — — — - „ 


4 156) : 
the ſcene may conclude with a well- 
decorated notice of that handſome 
Independence which the former has 


attached to the valuable life of the 
latter. The whole, in your hands, 


will form a moſt entertaining, 1n- 
ſtructive, and exemplary picture. 


Forgive my impertinence, I be- 
ſcech you; but the idea came acroſs 
me, and I could not reſiſt the vanity 
of offering it to you. 


= * 
Alfter all, except in ſome few in- 


ſtances, I am not very partial to 4 


terary ladies: they are, generally, of 
an 1mpertinent, encroaching diſpoſi- 
tion ; and almoſt always bring to my 
mind the female Ajtronomer, Who, 
after plying her noEurnal teleſcope, 
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for a long ſeries of months, and had 
raiſed the lealouſy, as well as the 
expectations, of the male ſtar-gazers, 
declared her only object was to diſ- 
cover if there were men in the moon. 


I am, with great regard, 
and admiration, &c. 
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LETTER Tie FIFTIETH, 
My dear Lord, 


I AM not ſo dull of apprehenſion 
as to be deceived by your ele- 
gant Irony on the drawings of naked 
igures, which you have accidentally 
ſeen in their preparation for my ca- 
Einct. As works of art, they have 
a claim 
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a claim to real admiration, as being 
exquiſite copies of Nature in her 
moſt beautiful and intereſting ap- 
pearance. This you readily acknow- 
ledge ; but ſeem rather to hint at 
the very great impropriety of ſuffer- 
ing ſuch repreſentations to be held 
forth to public view. In the appli- 
cation, at leaſt, this idea of your 
Lordſhip's is ſomewhat erroneous : 
theſe defigns are deſtined to be the 
ornaments of my private Dreſſing- 
room, a ſandtum ſanctorum, into 
which they alone are admitted „whoſe 
ſteady virtue or experience of the 
world will enable them to look, 
without any immoral ſenſation, on 
the works of a far more laſcivious 


pencil than that which have em- 
Ployed. 
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The arguments which you have 
_ directed againſt my Drawings, might 
be turned, with no ſmall ſucceſs, 
againſt the creative arts of Painting 
and Sculpture. J really feel a vaſt 
weight of matter ruſhing upon me; 
but, for your ſake, I will reſiſt its 
impulſe, and acknowledge with you, 
that a different ſpecies of decoration 
is more ſuitable to common apart- 
ments, where promiſcuous compa- 
nies of either ſex and every age are 
received; tho” a copy of Tztian's 
Venus, and-the naked Boys of Domi- 
nichino, grace your With-drawing- 
room; not forgetting the Sacrifice to 
Priapus, which is a principal orna- 
ment of your Library. Vou have 
had the precaution, it is true, to 
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hang a curtain before the former, 
which, I do inſiſt, by tem pting the 
gueſs of curious and ſportive fancies, 


to ſay no worſe, is a more actual 
promoter of bluſhing reflections, 


than the moſt open expoſure of thoſe 
naked charms that are obſcured by 
it. Indeed, my Lord, yours is a 
falſe delicacy as applied to me, and 


unjuſt as proceeding from one who 


is himſelf guilty of fimilar and even 
worſe practices. I really ſhould 
have ſuppoſed, that an Enthuſiaſm 
for the fine Arts, and the repeated 
Tour of Italy, would have taught 
550u better. The elegantium farma- 
rum ſpeftator is a character, that, I 
Mould imagine, would ever com— 


mand your eſteem: nor could it 


have 


„ Q 


have entered into my belief, that 
vou, who look with fuch frequent 
admiration on your fine ſet of En— 
oravings after, if I miſtake not, the 
Duke of Mailborcuz ls valuable ca- 
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ventured at any thing ikea remon-⸗ 
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amiable credulity. Hei threats, tho? 
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too much of the wicked world to 
put them in execution: — believe 
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many enemies ſuch an advantage 
over her. 
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to acknowledge the truth of it. 
The ſame ſhrewd genius declared, 
when he was out of humour with 
a Certain race of kings, gue tous les 
Ban hos craignent le n ne- 
vertheleſs, for I am determined 
to be cven with bis £4; any credit 
is to be given to general and uni- 
form report, the lively ſatiriſt was 
himſelf ſubject to certain fits of 
deſpondency, when he ſuffered ſe- 
verely from ſiwilar apprehenſions. 


Mors inſtans numina majora facit. 


Tranquillity, T am told, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for the reſtoration 
of my body; but, in ſubmitting 
to the propoſed remedy for my 
| corporal nfiomit; es, I ſhall certainly 
acquire 
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acquire all the horrors of intellec 

tual diſeaic, if you do not haſten to 
conſole me. If you refuſe me your 
temporal comiorts, I ſhall be under 
the neceſſity of applying to the 
Reverend John Weſtliy, who, ac- 
cording to the Birmingham paper, 
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pectful Language, contains no ſmall 
degree of concealed Impertinence. 


A certain relation of mine never 
fails to peſter me with a few of 


them, whenever I happen to be in | 
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me adviſe you, while the ſmartings 
of the moment dictate the counſel, 
to inſtil into his tender mind the 
Jalilr © impreſſions of a liberal 
prudence, without which Vutue is 
cont.nually haraſſed by neceſſity, 
Pl-aſure has but an interrupted 
enjoyment, and Life becomes a 
clequered ſcene of agitation and 
dͤlſtreſs. ö 


Quærenda pecunia primum; 


Viz us Fit HUMOS nnnm— wn 
But this by the way. —You inform 
me that you every day expect an 
encreale of your family, which 1 
very fincerely hope may prove. an 
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addition to your happineſs, 
ever, I cannot but think it a great 
miſtake to make . merry over a 
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creature who is born to the fame mi- 
ſeries as ourſelves, who, the firſt mo- 
ment he drav es the Breath of Lite, 
is enrolled in the Regiſter of ! Death 
and, from the Womb, makes ſwift 

and direct adyances to the Grave. 1 
am almoſt a convert to the pr 2001 
of the Ihracians, who wept betid 


1 
the Cradle, And danced A] OU nd 15 


Ton. heſe opinions will, pro- 


bably, preclude any prop ſalz to me 
from becoming 4 Godfather. Mrs. 
— — once did me the honour 
to hint ſomethipg of that nature; 
but 1 beg you to tell her, from your 
oben n experience, that lam too un- 

ſanctiſied a perſon to take upon me 
the character of a baptiſmal Sponſor. 
You will then be ſo obliging as to 
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add, from me, that I ſhall ever have 
too ſincere a regard for any child of 
hers, to procure it fo ungracious an 
entrance into the Chriſtian Church, 
as I am apprehenſive that it would 
find, were I to be the officiating 
Uſher on the occaſion. 


I am, with great regard, &c. 


LETTER THE-FIFTY-FOURTH, 


REC EI V E yOu r CON gratulations 


with an unaffected ſenſibility ; 


but, as your applauſe proceeds from 
the partiality of a favourable repre- 
ſentation, and not from your own 


imme- 
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immediate experience, I may, with- 
out impropriety, or any falſe ſhow of 
modeſty, to which I am not very 
much habituated, obſerve, that the 

part | took in the debate to which 
you ſo kindly allude, would not 
have been ſo favourably mentioned, 
if you had been one of its crowded 
audience. 


J will tell you, with great truth, 
that it was an important object with 
me to exert the full force of my 
mind and talents on the buſineſs of 
that day. I had directed all my 
thoughts to that purpoſe, and not 
only exerted a very unuſual in- 
duſtry in acquiring the Know - 
ledge neceſſary to give my opinions 

O 2 their 
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their due weight, but had laboured 
the Dreſs in which they were to be 


cloathed, and attentively compoſed 
the decorations which were to give 
the final embelliſhment. In ſhort, 


J omitted no mode of fiudy, reſlec- 


tion, or exerciſe, which m ght ena- 
ble me to force Conviction, and ra- 
viſh Applauſe, But I ſuccceded in 
neither; and, after a ſpeech of ſome 
length, I fat down, opprefied with 
ailappointment and mortification. 


Several circumſtances, unexpected in 


themſelves, and untoward in their 
nature, co-operated to the fall of my 
pride on that day. In the morning, 
while I was rehearſing my part to 
— —, by ſome miſtake, H—— 


was admitted to me, and not only 


inter- 


4 
interrupted my leſſon, but, by the 
ready communication of his eccen- 
tric flights upon the ſame ſubject, 


torew my well-marſhalled band of 


ideas into irretrievable confuſion. 


But this was not all; he deſired to 
accompany me to the Houle, and, 


in our way thither, he ſeized upon 


firing ſingularities of FROUBUES 0 
that I was molt heartily glad when 
my coach broke down in Parlia- 
ment-ſtreet, and produced a ſepara- 
tion. The worſt, however, remains 
behind. It was my p irpoſe to fol- 
low the Earl of Shelburne ; and, it 
conſequence of ſuch a plan, 1 Wy 
necellarily prel urpoſed the line of 
| Q J debate 
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debate he would take, with the ge- 
neral turn of argument he might 
adopt, and had prepared myſelf ac- 
cordingly. But all my conjectures 
proyed erroneous; for that noble 
Lord took a courſe ſo different from 
my preſuppoſitions, and diſplayed a 
degree of political erudition ſo far 
beyond me, that, when ] aroſe, the 
confuſion between my prepared 
thoughts, and thoſe which were ſug- 
geſted by the able diſcourſe of the 
foregoing ſpeaker, was ſo great, 


_ MLS >. * 
n —a rr 
— — * — — * 7 — 8 
- n — — — 2 2 I = o_ 7 TE N 
4 2 © =_ — prrero ae + 9 8 ˖ BOT ene te — — 2 


1 — ä K _ 3 — 
——A— P — — — — - —ů 8 
—— 2 ow —_ - ” - _ 
P — 8 


$ I 
Co. 
4 
| 


—— 2:2 = a _ 

F 
=" Sa * 
2 — 


that, altho' I was not thrown into 
heſitation, I got ſo wide of the point 
before me, as to be called to order | 
with great vehemence and ſome pro- . 
priety from the oppoſite ſide of the 
Houſe, This proved Confuſian worſe 
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confounded ;. and, tho* I proceeded 


with ſome degree of ſpirit and reco- 
very, I fat down, at length, with 
much ſelf-diffatisfa&tion ; nor had I 


reaſon to think, from the ſucceeding: 


part of the debate, that I had made 


any impreſſion on thoſe within the 


bar, whatever I might have done 


among the tribe of curious liſteners 


without it. 


This is the true, unvarniſhed ſtate. 


of the caſe; and, from the circum- 
ſtances of it, I have formed a reſo- 
lution, which, I truſt, you will ap- 
prove, to make no more ſuch ſtu- 
died preparations. I will give the 
announced ſubjects all the conſidera- 
tion they deſerve, acquire all the 
O W- 
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knowledge of them in my power, 
form my general principles, and 
leave their particular arrangement, 
with the neceſſary ſnape, e and 
delivery, to the circumſtances and 
impreſſions of the moment. When 
a ſenator is to take the lead in a 
debate, in order to introduce a pro- 
jected motion of his own, or is en- 
gaged to ſecond th es another, he 
may enter. upon hi talk with the 

moſt minute verbal 555 


but, when be is to take his caſual 
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B 
yield: himſelf to the former, with a 
certain aſſurance of acquiring an im- 
portant political reputation. 


In American affairs I have ever 
poſſeſſed a perfect uniformity of opi- 
nion. My doctrine has ever been, 
that Leg! giſlatt ion involves in it every. 
poſſible Power and Exerciſe of civil 

overnment. For this principle I 
ſhall never ceaſe to contend ; tho? I 
am forced unwillingly to acknow- 
ledge, that the miniſterial means ch. 
ſupporting it have, at times, been 
very erroneous. But you may be 
aſſured, that, if ſome better plans 
for reinſtating Great-Britain in tae. 
full dominion of her revolted Colo- 
aies be not purſued, an event which 
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Humanity at firſt, ſucceeded by Miſ- 
information and later Indeciſion, has 
ſo unfortunately delayed, but which 
is ſtill practicable,) Miniſters ſhall 
hear the deep-toned energy of my 
reproach : I will lift up my voice 


againſt their timid and indeciſive 


counſels. My political career, at 
leaſt, ſhall not be marked with diſ- 
honour. 


J cannot qͤo better, than, with the 
feelings of the preſent moment, to 
aſſure you of my moſt grateful ac- 


| knowledzments for the regard you 


have ſhewn, on ſo many occaſions, 
to, | 
Your moſt faithful, &c, 


LET- 
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LETTER TRE FIFTY-FIFTH: 


NDEED, my friend, you are 


quite wild on the ſubject of Elo- 
quence. It may adorn our parlia- 
mentary Debates, but it will not 


ſave our Country. It is an adventi- 


tious qualification, that will do but 
little, unleſs other more ſubſtantial 


talents and attainments are in alli- 
ance with it. An Orator, in Ct- 


cero's definition of the character, in 
which, I ſuppoſe, he deſigned to 
comprehend himſelf, combines every” 


thing which is great in human Na- 
ture; but the mere Man of Words, 


Metaphors, and Impudence, in which, 


you may tell me, I ſhould compre- 
bend 
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hend myſelf, is nothing more than 
an uſeful Fool in the hands of ſu— 
perior Direction. 


You ore very ſenſible, 54 you m. 


take my ſenſe. I did not declare it 10 


be my opinion that we had no Ora- 
tors among 0s but that there was a 
melanch ly dearth of real Stateſmen. 
Perhaps, t hate never was a period 
in the annals of this or any other 
country, which has produced more 
able public Speakers than that wherc- 
in we live. The ſyſtem of Attack 
and Defence, diſplayed every ſef- 
ſions in both Houſes of Parliament 
produces ſpecimens of oratorical Abi- 
lities which would have done honour 
to any nation at any period. Elo- 


QUCNRCEE 
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quence is a powerful auxiliary to 
great political talents; but it is no- 
thing without them, —I mean, as to 
any great line of national utility. 
Mr. Edmund Burke. who is a pro- 
digy in his Kina, will never make a 
leading Stateſman. I do not know, 
nor have I ever heard of, ny man 
who could deliver ſuch a rapid, cor- 
rect, adorned, and high! 7 - finiſhed 
Oration, as frequently proceeds irom 
tae Po TREK impulſe of this 
gentleman's illuminated faculties. As 
a Scholar, as a man of u iwerlal 
Knowledge, as a Writer, he is the 

object of my moſt ſincere admiration; 


but, in my opinion, he would never 


3 411 1 _ ＋ 2 85 . IN \ i 4 3 2 7 j | 
UTC in office bey ond e Board of 
Trade. Charies Fox's Abilities and 


E l locution 
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Elocution are of a decided ſuperiority; 
but, out of the Senate, their exertions 
would be of dubi us expectation. If 
the formation of a new Miniſtry were 
to fall to my lot, Charles could not 
be engaged in a more buly part 
than is generally allotted to à Vice- 
Treaſurer of Ireland. As for Colo- 
nel B— —, Nature deſigned him 
for the ſervice of Attack : he is no- 
thing but in the Houle of Commons, 
nor does he figure there but in Op- 
poſition. To muzzle the maſtiff, he 
muſt have a place; for, while he ſat 
on the Treaſury-bench, He Was dumb, 
ana opened not his mouth, Lord Wey- 
mult is not an Orator ; but he de- 
livers his good ſenſe with a very 
becoming dignity. The Duke of 


9 
KF Eos — — 
— be 


129 


( 207 ) | 


82 — ſpeeches are words, words, 


words; but are accompanied with an 
impoſing air of conſequence, which 


tells you, in every look, geſture, and 
expreſſion, what the Speaker thinks 
of himſelf, Lord C— — an Ora- 


tor !---Where was your Reflection 


fled, or in what quarrel had you en- 


caged with Reaſon and Judgment, 
when you made ſuch a miſtaken de- 
claration? Believe me, my dear 


friend, he poſſeſſes nothing but a 
little, literary, ſpangled kind of em- 
broidered politics; pretty, decora- 
tive, and in faſhion ; but without 


any thing like ſolidity of abilities, or 


permanency of character. I could 


never view him in any other light, 


not even when he preſided at a 


Com- 
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' Commiſſion, whoſe hiſtory ſhould be 

lotted from the annals of Great 
Britain, Our preſent TO US is 
by no means delerving of that con- 
tempt, which ſome men, very much 
his inferiors in every thing, think 
proper to throw upon him; aud the 
Secretary for the American depart- 
ment ranks high among our modern 
Politicians:— nor muſt Lord Sbel- 
zurne be forgotten, who paſleſſes, in 
a brilliant degree, the gift of Utter- 
ance, and is a perfect 2 de- mec um in 
Politics. I bear a willing teſtimony 
to Lord Camde bo adn Under- 
Randing ; and I poſſeſs an heredi- 
tary admiration of Lord Manificla? 


very ſuperior Talents and Character: 


e but the leading Lawyers, howeve 
} 
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able or learned, do not come within 
the compaſs of our preſent difcrimi- 
nations. But all the Eloquence on 
which you build your hopes, and all 
the Abilities which our leading men 
poſſeſs, if brought into one aggre- 
gate Maſs of political talents, would 
not compoſe that conſummate Cha- 
racter on whom a Nation might re- 
poſe with -confidence and fecurity. 
Is there a man among us, who can 
claim an equal ſhare of miniſterial 
Reputation with Mr. Pelham or Mr. 
George Grenville ? 


But 1 muſt add, for our conſola- 
tion, that our Enemies cannot boaſt 
of any intellectual ſuperiority over 
us: — their miſtakes have kept pace 
Vor. II. with 


E J 
with our errors: the catalogue of 
their blunders is not leſs bulky than 
our own. Beſides, we ſtill bear our- 
ſelves like a great people; we do 
not diſcover any marks of Deſpon- 
deney ; and, I truſt, we ſhall conti- 
nue to ſupport our national Cha- 
racter, to the Confuſion of our Ene- 
mies, and the final Glory of our 
Country. 


J have this day been informed, 
that Dr. Price, the Dr. Brown of 
the preſent day, has been formally 
and ſolemnly invited by the Congreſs 
to take upon him the formation and 
fuperintendency of their Exchequer. 
It would gladden my very ſoul to 


hear that he was embarked for Ame- 


4 
I1Ca-5 
1, 


Er 
nica; tho', I fear, he is too much of 
a Self-politician to take ſuch a ſtep. 
The labours of his theological Ac- 
compting houſe wouid be of no 
ſmall ſervice to G24; Hritain, if they 


were employed beyond the Allaulic. 


This Reverend Gentleman, in his 


fad vaticinations of Britiſh Downfal, 


ſhelters. himſelf beneath the te 
character of a political i and 
chriſtian Divine. f America mould 
finally become e the Pro- 
phet will then exult in the accom- 
pliſnment of an event which he has 


long foretold : if, on the contrary, 
the power of Great Britain over her 
Colonies ſhould bs re-eſtabliſhed, the 
Calviniſtical cant of the Divine muſt 


diſplay itſelf in an humble, ſubmiſ- 


P42” fiye 


© a.) 


five reſignation to the Diſpenſations 5 


of Heaven. 
J am, with great regard, &c. 


LETTER Taz FIF TV. SIX Tn. 


My dear Sir, 
Acknowledge, with a very ſe- 
1 rious concern, the indeciſive and i 
Nuggiſh ſpirit of the preſent Admi- 
niſtration. This political temper of 
our leading ſtateſmen was amiable in 
its origin, perhaps pardonable in its 
progreſs, but is equally unaccount- 
able and diſgraceful, to ſay no worſe, 
at this very important period. The 
humanity of the Royal Breaſt, co- x 
operating 
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operating with the moderate ſpirit 
of his immediate Councils, and the 
general diſpoſition of the Nation, 
produced thoſe lingering meaſures 
in the beginning of the preſent trou- 
bles, which encouraged the inſolence 
of democratic Ambition. If halt 
the regiments which have hitherto. 
| been employed in vain, with a pro- 
. portionable fleet, had croſſed the 
1 Atlantic at the early period of Ame- 
rican revolt, the miſhapen legions 
of Rebellion would have been awed 
into ſubmiſſion, and the numerous. 
loyal inhabitants would have had a 
ſtrong - hotd to which they might 
| have reſorted for protection, inſtead 
{| of being urged, by the hopes of pre- 
| ſerving their menaced property, to 
3 join 
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( 
join the ſtandard of Rebellion, to 
which, by ſeduction, by habit, or by 
neceſſity, many of them vowed, and 
ſome of them have proved, their 
fidelity. 


This humane diſpoſition of Go- 
vernment towards the Colonies, 


which has proved a fatal error in 


the politics of our day, naturally 


led to another, which aroſe from the 


placing a confidence in, and draw- 
ing their intelligence from, men, 
ſome of whom, I imagine, were as 
deficient in judgment as the ref 
were in honeſty ; I mean the Ame- 
rican Refugees. By their ſuggeſtions 
Miniſters were influenced to conti- 
nue the inactive line of conduct, till 


Inde- 


(a 
Independence was thundered in their 
ears, and circumſtances ſeemed to 
announce that Alliance which has 
ſince taken place between the natural 
enemies of this country and its re- 
volted ſubjects. Permit me to ob- 
ſerve, that, in the early period of 


this unhappy bulineſs, the Nation at 
large ſeemed indiſpoſed to adopt the 
e 85 of fire and ſword. The 
People, very generally, hoped and 
Pe believed, that the alternate anathe- 
: mas and conciliatory propoſitions of 

our Acts of Parliament would have 
anſwered their beneficial intentions: 
of quieting the diforders of the Co- 


E lonies; and I verily believe, if, at 

| the period to which I allude, a 

parliamentary motion had been made. 
P 4 to 
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to provide for the ſending a large 
fleet and army, with an active de- 
Ggn, to America, that miniſterial 
power would have met with a very 
numerous. and reſpectable oppoſi- 
tion: nor would the Humanity of 
the Nation at large have been ſatis- 
fed with a deſign which portended 
the ſlaughter of Briiiſh fubjects; 
while Faction would have lifted up 
its voice againſt it, as being framed 
upon the .principle of extending, 
with. drawn. ſwords. and bayonets 
fixed, the powers of Corruption, 
and the influence of the Crown, I 
again repeat, that, at this time, there 
was. a very general averſion in the 
Britiſh, Nation from entering ſeriouſly 
into the conteſt; for, even after the 
Americans. 


„ Gong 
Americans had publiſhed their ſepa- 
ration from Great Britain, and hoſti- 


lities were actually commenced, the 


exertions of Britiſh Valour were lan- 
guid, and the Rebels, at leaſt on the 
ſea, gained more advantages than 
they have ſince done with the open 


alliance of France and the ſecret aid 


of Spain. When that unnatural 
union took place, the Britiſh Nation 
underwent a pretty general and very 
ſudden change in ſentiments; and 


many of the moſt rational friends of. 


America could no longer conſider 


its inhabitants as fellow - ſubjects, 
when they humbly implored the 
ready ambition of France to ſupport: 


them in their diſobedience to their 
lawful Sovereign. 


At 
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At this period, I muſt acknow-- 
ledge that my expectations were. 
broad awake to the moſt vigorous. 
exertions of the Britiſh Government. 
I did not doubt but the Genius of 
my Country would ariſe and ſhake 
his ſpear. Alas !—one General was 
appointed upon a principle of Recon- 
Ciltation, and he does not reconcile ; 
—a ſecond is named, and accoutred 
beyond example, for Execution, 
and he ex<cutes nothing. A third 
ſucceeds, and new expectations are. 
on the wing. Immenſc expences 
are incurred, the national debt. 
enormouſſy encreaſcd, and no ſub- 
ſtantial advantages are obtained. A: 
tenoth my patience is almoſt ex- 
hauſted; I begin to view the 


5 ? 
inde- 
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indeciſive ſpirit of Miniſtry in a. 
criminal light; and, if ſome pro- 


their meaſures do not appear at the 

meeting of Parliament, I will re- 
peat what 1 have now written, and. 
much more, in their very tecth.. 
The place I hold ſhall not bribe, 
me from letting looſe the angry. 
ſpirit of my reproach againtt. 
them, 


But another ſcene is opening. 


that is pregnant with more alarm, 


and may bring on a conteſt more 
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trying to this Nation, than the 
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miſing ſymptoms of a change in. 


Tranſatlantic commotions and the 


G 

Ireland. You muſt too well know 
that there are, at this moment, 
thirty thouſand independent men in 
arms in that kingdom, who have 
erected their own ſtandards, and 
are prepared either to repel a fo- 
reign invaſion, or to reſiſt domeſtic 
tyranny. The Irifþ have long been 
an opprefſed people; but Oppreſſion 
has not quenched their ſpirit, and 
they have ſeized on the preſent 
favourable moment to demand Juſ- 
tice : nay, if they were to demand 
more than Juſtice, England is not 
in a ſituation to refuſe it. But of 
theſe matters I ſhall ſoon be better 
informed; and you may be afſured 
of being the firſt repoſitory of my 
future and more mature opinions. 
1 his 


2 | 
This is rather a diſheartening ſubject. 
It demands my utmoſt reſolution to 
look towards the ſtirm which is 
gathering in the Siſter-Kingdom. If, 
however, that can be diſſipated, and 
the bond of peace, which is already 
cracked, be reſtored, my fears will 
vaniſh, and I ſhall no longer doubt 
but that Great. Britain and Ireland, 
in ſpite of American Rebellion, of 
foreign foes, of an indeeiſive, timid, 
procraſtinating Miniſtry, and of a 
noiſy, malicious, hungry Faction, 
will work out their own ſalvation, 
and cloſe the preſent conteſt with 
added glory. am, &c. 
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J WILL endeavour to obey your 
commands, and, if poſſible, to 


compreſs my unprepared reflections 
into the-compals of this paper. The 
Oppaſition is reſpectable for rank, 
Property, and abilities; but it is 


feeble and unimportaat, from the 


narrowneſs of its plans, as well as 


the want of a ſincere confidence, 
a firm union, and, as I ſhrewdly 
ſuſpect, a general political inte- 
grity in the parties that compoſe it. 
They all readi.y accord in oppoſi—- 


dion to the meaſures of Government; 


but differ, not only in the manner, 
but 


- 


„ r 


] 
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but in the time, of cxertion. They 
all agree to go forth aga:nit the Ene- 

my; but each diſtinct body flows 
Its cwn Leader, and chuſgs its cwn 
mode of attack; they never unite 
but for the purpoſe of the moment: 
by which means, that ſtrong- com- 
pacted, laſting force, which, directed 
to one point, and at one inſtant, 
would ſcatter alarm through any 
Adminiſtration, is trittcred down 
into a variety of deſultory opera- 
tions, which would cilgrace the 
meaneſt miniſterial apprehenſion. 

The warmeſt friend of Govern- 
ment cannot deny, that, in the 
Minority, there are men of ſound 
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Principle and proved Integrity. 


They 


1 * 
+. 4 
. n 

\ 

1 ; 
4 © 
3. ME 
N 1 
1 ; 
FS 
4 7 , 
4 1 : 
4 "IN 4 
+1 y 
1 HY 
71 1 
1 
© 4 
T 7 
= 1 
. 
3 
©Y f 
13 
20 þ 
A * 

k : 
1 
+ - 

1 
5 1 
4 1 
* 1 
RW 
ö : 
by 14 
8 rÞ 
T4 Sh 0 
4 _ 
1 
11 I 
1 
7 NY 
NL. 1 
FE) „ 
wy 
2 "7 
i 8 
1 
* 
1 
BU 
; 4 
EY 
N 2 
if } 
_ 
£46 H 
119 b 
fl! 1 
1 q 
i : 
: Fi 
(# 1 by 
7% uf 4 : 
WT. 
it 1 
1 
i 4 
8 - - 
: of T i 
"HY 
4S 1 
P, 7 
2 » 4 
. 1 
FX} 
{ *Y 
43 3 4. 
4 N * 
1 
1 5 78 
* by, 1 
we 
1 
TH i 
BB 
1 
0 1 U 4 
[1 44 
4 4 
: t 3%: # 
fv 44 *; : 
7 93 
= 

VZ v5 
-- > FO 
1 

4 H 
I. 83 
_ 
© 2 94 
1 
7 3 1 
LY F 
LY * C 
3 1 iP; 
£1 1 £34 
DT. »; 
Wo © 
4 PST, 
+35 1) 
__ 6, 

4 41 
re 122 
LE 4 
+2 et 
1 4 
125 ch 
1 f 
# + 
1 
* 2H % 
m 15 * 
, r. #, 
[4 1 
r 
. 
{- ' 4 
r 
e 
_— 
—_—. 
wa 
IS. 
* +2 3 
$ 1 
= 
5.468 18 7 
1 
+. * 4 
1 
* <3 
1 
*$ Wo, 
— 
bs! 
- - 7 42 
18 Is 
N 5% 
4 bs C, 
7H 1 
87 
N 1 [£88 
1 
1 1 
e 
= 
We 
49 1 
3 9 
947 \ 
1 
1 
_* 8.128 
. 
WS - + 
e 
0% i 18 
WH 
kk 19 
e 
1 N. 
1 5 
e 
1 j 
Dp 


19 


——— 

„ eee 

. ee te 
— — 


— as 


— 

- 2 

OE 
__ 
n 


— — 

5 rn 

— — — — 
— > inn 


( 224 ) 

They are,indeed, but few in number, 

and may be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe who are influenced by the dæ- 
mon of diſappointed Ambition, the 
fury of deſperate Faction, and the 
ſuggeſtions of perſonal Rancour. 
It has been a matter of ſurprize to 
many ſenſible, reflecting perſons, 

that the Oppoſition did not uſe every 

poſſible means to obtain the aid and 

countenance of Lord Chatham's 
abilities, and concentrate, as it were, 

their ſcattered rays in the fecus of 

that great man's character. Under 
ſuch a leader they might have acted 
with effect, and knocked ſo loud at 
the door of Adminiſtration, as to 
have made every member of it 
tremble, even in the moſt ſecret 
| and 
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and guarded receſſes of the Cabinet. 
But ſuch a coalition was wholly 
impracticable, even if the veteran 
Stateſman had been free from thoſe 
bodily infirmities which ſo ſeldom 
permitted him of late to ſtep forth 
to any public exertion. If we 
except Lord Camden, there is not 
one of the leading actors of Op- 
poſition, who has not, at ſome time 
or other, calumniated, deceived, 
deſerted, or, in {ame manner, 
mil treated this great man. Lord 
 $— —e's oratorical Echo made 
his firſt entrance into the Houte of 
Commons notorious, by flying, as 
it were, at his very throat; and 
yet this man has been proud to 
bear the armorial banner at bis 


Vol. II. 3 4 funeral. 


„ 

funeral. The firſt day on which 
the Earl of Chatham took his ſeat 
in the Houſe of Peers, the Duke 
of R— — was forced to bow be- 
neath its reproof for inſulting him. 
The Duke of G— —, who, to ule 
his own words, had accepted the 
Seals merely to trail a pike under 
the command of ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a politician, when advanced to an 
higher poſt, turned an angry face 
againſt the leader whom he had 
deſerted. Even the M— — of 
R— — —, when at the head of 
his ſhort-lived Adminiſtration, was 
vain enough to affect a refuſal 
of Mr. Pits aſſiſtance, The 
conduct of ſuch men, tho” it might 
be deſpiſed, could not be entirely 

effaced 
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effaced from his mind by all the 
ſubmiſſive homage they afterwards 
paid him; and, tho' he may have 
ſince lived with ſome of them 
in the habits cf occaſional inter- 
courſe, you may be aſſured, if 
his health had permitted a re-en- 
trance into the public ſervice, 
that he never would have engaged 
in the views of men whom he 
could not truſt, The Miniſtry, 
I believe, ſent ſomewhat of an 
embaſſy to him, which he treated 
with contempt : and if Lord S —e, 
in an occaſional viſit to Hayes, 
undertook a ſimilar buſineſs, on 
the part of Oppolition, I doubt net 
but the anſwer he received, tho? 
perhaps more ſoftened, had its 
C © - © cqnce- 


— 


1 
concomitant mortification. During 
the laſt years of his venerable life, 
he ſeemed to ſtand alone; or made 
his communications to no one but 
Lord Camden, whom 


—— He faithful found among the failhleſs, 
Faithful only be.. 


The grave is now cloſed upon 
that illuſtrious Stateſman, and his 
ſplendid orb is ſet for ever. There 
was that in his character which gave 
him a very diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority 
over the reſt of mankind. He was 
the greateſt War- miniſter this King- 
dom ever knew; and the four years 
of his adminiſtration form the moſt 
brilliant period th-t the Britiſh an- 
nels, or perhaps thoſe of the World, 


29 
A O's 
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ean produce. They who aim at the 
diminution of his glory, and that of 
his country, by attributing the rapid 
change of national affairs, under his 
adminiſtration, to Chance, and the 
fortunate circumſtances of the mo- 
ment, muſt be flaves to the molt 
rooted prejudice, the fouleſt envy, 
or the darkeſt ignorance, To the 
more brilliant part of his life, 
let me add, that he was a Miniſter 
who deteſted the arts of corruption, 
ſet his face againſt all court as well 
as Cabinet intrigues, and quitted his 
important ſtation with unpolluted 
hands. It is a great national miſ- 
fortune that the mantle of this po- 
litical Patriarch has not been caught 
by any of his ſucceſſors, We are 


23 e 
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not dcficient in men of Genius, and 
both Houſes of Pariament give 
daily examples of Eloquence which 
Rome and Athens never excelled ; 
nevertheleſs, there does not appear 
to be a man in the kingdom with 
that power of underitanding, depth 
of knowledge, activity of mind, 
and ſtrength of reſolution, ſuſſicient 
to direct our harraſſed empire. 
There are many amore us, who are 
capable of being ſecond in command, 
and filling all the ſubaltern depart- 
ments with adequate ability; but 
the State as well 2s the Army wants 

a Commander in Chief, The Trun- 

cheon is become little more than 
an ulc leſs trophy, as an hand fit to 
graſp it is no longer to be found. 


In 
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In bearing my poor teſtimony to 
the Manes of Lord Chatham, I have 
yielded to the impulſe of my very 
ſoul. In this imperfect act of vene- 
ration, I can have no intereſt, for 
the object of it 1s gone where the 
applauſe Gf this world cannot reach 
him; and, as I ventured to diffe 
from him when alive, and delivered 
the reaſons of my difference to his 
face, what motive can there be for 
me to flatter him now he is no more? 
To oppoſe the ſentiments of that 
venerable Stateſman was an under- 
taking which ſhook my very frame. 
My utmoſt hai: ſtrengthened 
by a ſenſe of duty, and the laudable 
ambition of ſupporting what I con- 
ceived to be right, againſt the 

Q 4 proudeſt 


3 

proudeſt names, could not ſuſtain 
me. You, I believe, were preſent, 
when J ſunk down and became ſilent 
beneath the impoſing ſuperiority of 
his Abilities: but I did not feel it a 
defeat to be vanquiſhed by him 


| Nec tam 
Tarpe fuit vinci, quam contend'fe decorum tft 
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OUR. letter arrived, moſt op- 

| portunely, to awaken me from 
the lumbering ennui of a Toilette. 
was actually in the power of my 
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Valet de Chambre, when it came to 

delight as well as inſtruct me; and 

T have propoſed a truce with pow- 
der, 


1 
der, potnatum, and papillotes, to 
encourage a thought which inſtan- 
taneouſly aroſe from my ſituation, 
and may, in its progreſs, produce a 


ſuitable anſwer to your philoſophic 
epiſtle. 


That very important and unex- 
pected effects ariſe from the mot 
trivial cauſes, is to be diſcovered in 
every page of Hiſtory, as well as in 
every line of the paſſing volume of 
Life. Circumſtances, to all appear- 
ance, the moſt inconſequential and 
inſignificant, have not only dipped 


thouſands of pens in the bitter ink 


of Controverſy, produced infinite 
Envy, Heart burning, and Calum- 
ny, but have alſo turned the Plow- 

ſhare 


% 
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ſhare and the Pruning - hook into 


weapons of Bloodſhed and Deſtruc- 


tion. 


Turning away, with alarm, from 
the ſubject at large, which would be 
little leſs than the Hiſtory of the 
World, permit me to call your at- 
tention to the virulent animoſities 
which have been created, among a 
large and powerful part of man— 
kind, in different ages, by the modes 
of dreſſing the Hair, wearing Beards, 
and weaving Perriwigs. It is a Dreſſ- 
ing- room ſubject, and, being arrayed 
in all the ſatin dignity of a robe de 
chambre, I feel myſelf inſpired to 
purſue it. 


It. 


( 
It is not with any view to in— 
ſtruct you, that I mention the great 
veneration which in former times 


has been paid to the Hair, but to 
give ſomewhat of order and arrange 


ment to the weighty matter under 


my immediate conſideration. That 
the Treſſes of pious Virgins were 


thought an acceptable offering to 


their tutclary Goddeſs, is well 
known by every claſſical ſtudent; 


nor is it leſs an object of common 


literary knowledge, that, among the 


Greeks and Romans, the firſt fruits 


a 


of the human Temples, as well as 
of the Chin, were claimed, with 
great ceremony, by the altars of 
Bacchus, Neptune, and other prefid- 
ing Divinities. In later times, but 


n. 
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in the early part of our æra, (you 
perceive J write as a Chriſtian, ) an 
oath was ſuppoſed to demand in- 
ſtant conviction, when a man ſwore 
by his Hair; and the act of ſaluta- 
tion was never ſo graceful or accept- 
able, as when it was accompanied 
by the plucking an Hair from the 
head, and preſenting it to the perſon 
who was the object of reſpectful 
attention. The offering the Hair 
to be cut, was an acknowledgment 
of ſovereignty, and an acceptance of 
the offer was conſidered as an aſſur- 
ance of adoption. The cerf, or 
bondſman, was diſtinguiſhed by the 
ſhortneſs of his Hair; and the in- 
ſolvent debtor, on the reſigning 
himſelf to the future ſervice of his 
creditor, 


e 
creditor, preſented the potent ſciſſars, 
whoſe inſtant ſnarpneſs was applied 
to bis flowing Locks, the marks of 
that freedom he no longer poſſeſſed. 


Long Hair being at this period 


the diſtinguiſhing Proof of a Gentle- 
man, and, of courſe, an object of 
great care and attention, became a 
ſubject for pulpit ſarcaſm; and reli- 
_ gious oratory did not fail to make 
the Churches echo with the crime 

Toilette Aſſiduity. At length, 
however, {ome of the younger Cler- 


oy, ſighing after the appearance of 


faſhionable life, ventured upon the 
reigning mode, and gave a new ien 
to Clerical Coefure, which was ſoon 
adopted by a long train of their 

com- 


2 

complying brethren. This Schiſm 
in Dreſs cauſed the Eccleſiaſtics to 
turn the tide of invective from the 
Lay world to each other, and pro- 
duced a Diviſion in the Church, 
which drew forth, through no ſmall 
period, the retaliating menaces of 
Damnation from the long-haired and 
ſbort-baired Clergy. Saint Paul, it 
ſeems, who, by the perverſions of his 
ſucceſſors, has been the innocent cauſe 
of much uneafineſs in the world, was 
held forth as having, by apoſtolic 
authority, forbidden his own {cx to 
ſuffer their Hair to fall below the 
thoulder, and granted the luxuriant 


Treſſes to flow only as a covering 
for female charms. T here ſcems to 
be ſome Taſte as well as Wantonneſs 

in 
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in the regulation; but, as I do not 
poſleis, among my many hereditary 
talenrs, the qualification to become 
a Commentator on the Sacred Writ- 
ings, or the Champion of an injured 
Apoſtle, 1 ſhall take leave of the 
ſubject, and proceed to another ſtum- 
bling- block of offence, and angry 
fource of controverſy, which the hu- 
man Chia has ſo amply afforded. 


The reſpect which has been ſhewn 
to the Beard, in all parts of the ci- 
vilized, and in ſome parts of the un- 
civilized World, is well known to 
the ſlighteſt erudition ; nay, a certain 


— 


prejudice in its favour {till exiſts, 
even in countries where the Razor 
has long been omnipotent, This 
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teſſion ſeems to ariſe very natu- 
rally from the habit of aſſociating 


with it thoſe ideas of Experience and 
Wiſdom of which it is the emblem. 


It cannot wait upon the Follies of 
Youth ;—its buſhy and deſcending 
honours are not known to grace the 
countenance of early life: and, tho? 
it may be ſaid, in fome degree, to 


grow with our growth, and ſtrengthen 
with Our ſtrength, it continues to 


flouriſh in our decline, and attains 


its moſt honourable form and beau- 
ty, when the Knees tremble, the 
Voice grows ſhrill, and the Pate is 


bare. 


When the bold and almoſt blat- 


phemous pencil of the enthuliaſuc 


Painter 
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Painter has aimed at repreſenting the 
Creator of the World upon the can- 
vaſe, a flowing Beard has ever been 
one of the characteriſtic and eſſen- 
tial marks of the Supreme Divinity, 
The Pagan 7w7:er, and the graver 
Inhabitants of Oiympus, would not 
be known with this majeſtic orna— 
ment. Philoſophy, till our ſmock- 
faced days, has conſidered it as the 
appropriate Symbol of its profeſſion. 
Judaic Superſtition, Egypiian Wil- 
dom, Attic Elegance, and Roman 
Virtue, have been its fond protectors. 
To make it an object of Diſiention, 
and alternately to conſider it as a 
ſign of Orthodoxy or the ſtandard of 
Here ſy, was reſerved tor the fantaſti- 
cal Zeal of the Chriſtian Church. 
Vol. II. R In 


( 

In more modern times, not only 
provincial and national, but general 
Councils have been convened, Sy- 
nods have been ſummoned, eccleſiaſ- 
tical Congregations and cloiſtered 
Chapters of every denomination 
have been aſſembled, to conſider, at 
different periods, the character of 
this venerable Growth of the human 
Viſage. Infinite diſputes have been, 
of courſe, engendered, ſometimes 
with reſpe& to its form, at other 
times in regard to its exiſtence. Re- 
Hgion intereſted itſelf, in one age, 
in contending for that pointed form 
to which Nature conducts it: at 
a ſucceeding period, anathemas 
have been denounced againſt thoſe 
who refuſed to give it a rounder 
ſhape ; 
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Mape; and to theſe, other de- 
nunciations have followed, which 
changed it to the ſquare or the ſcol- 
lop. But, while religious Caprice, --- 
for Religion, ſorry am I to ſay it, 
ſeems to be troubled with Caprices, 
quarrelled about Form and Shape, 
the diſputes were confined within 
the pale of the Weftern Church - 
but, when the Beard leſſened into 
Whiſkers, and the Scythe of cccle- 
Naftical Diſcipline threatened to 
mow down every Hair from off the 
face, the Eaſt ſounded the alarm, 
and the Churches of 4/a and Africa 
took up the cauſe, and ſupported, 
with all the violence of argument 
and remonſtrance, thoſe Honours of 
che Chin that they ill preſerve, and 
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to which the exiſting inhabitants of 
thoſe climates offer up a perpetual 
incenſe. 


In the Hiſtory of the Gallic 
"Church, for, by ſome unaccountable 
accident, I have ſometimes ſtumbled 
upon a page of ccclefiaſtical ſtory,) 
'the ſcenes of religious Comedy ſtill 
live in deſeription. For example : 
a bearded Biſhop appears at the door 
of a Cathedral in all the pomp of 
Prelacy, and demands inſtallation to 
the dioceſe to which he 1s appointed. 
He is there met by a troop of beard- 
leſs Canons, and retufed admittance, 
unleſs he will employ the golden 
Sciſſars they preſent to him, to cut 
that flowing Ornament from his 
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face, which they would think a 


Diſgrace to their own, as well as to 


the religion they profeſs. This 
ſame Hiſtory, alſo, is not barren of 
examples, where the ſturdy Prelate 
has turned indignant from the diſ- 
graceful propoſal, and ſought the 


enforcing aid of ſovereign Power, 


which has not always been able, 
without much difficulty, to compel 
the reluctant Chapter to acknow— 
ledge a bearded Dioceſan. Others, 
unwilling to riſk or delay the power 
and wealth of an epiſcopal Throne 


for the ſake of a cumbrous Buſh of 


Hair, have, by the ready ſacrifice of 
their Beards, been inſtalled amid 
acclamations and hoſannas, as dif- 


graceful as they were undeſerved.. 
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It may appear ſtill more ridiculous;. 
bur it is no leſs true, that fome of 
theſe Biſhops have compounded the 
matter with their refra&ory Clergy, 
in giving up the greater part of 
the Beard, but retaining the growth 
of the upper Lip in the form of 
Whifkers. The idea of a Biſhop 
en moaſtaches muſt trouble the ſpirit 
of a modern Chriſtian ; but ſuch. 
there have becn, who, in the act of 
ſacrificing to the God of Peace, have 
exhibited the fierce, terrific aſpect of 
2 German Pioneer. 5 


At length, the perſecuted Beard, 
which has been the object of ſuch. 
faithful Veneration, finds in our 
quarter of the globe, if we except 
| | the 
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the corner of European Turkey, its 
only aſylum in the Capuchin Cloiſ- 
ter; unleſs we add the caſual pro- 
tection which is given to it by the 
fanatical Jew, or mendicant Her- 
mit. 


The Wiz, Peruke, or Perri wig, 
with the clerical Tonſure, have been 
the cauſe of as much eccleftaſtical 
Contention, as the Arian and Atha- 
naſian Schiſms. The Jaft century 
experienced all its fury, which would 
not have given way to leſs important 
events, than the Edict of Nantes, and 
the Queſtions of Fanſenius. The 
former turned Bigotry to a more en- 
gaging object, and loſt Common- 
ſenſe in aſtoniſhment ; while the lat. 
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ter opened a new vent in the com- 


buſtious volcano of religious Diſ- 
cord, 


The firſt Wig which is mentioned 
in Hiſtory was the hairv Skin of a 
Goat, which the Daughter of Saul 
is related to have employed to ſave 
the life of her huſband, In a ſuc- 
ceeding age, Zensphon makes men- 
tion of the Periwig of Aſhages, the 
grandfather of Cyrus; and deſcribes 
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the aſtoniſhment which ſeized the 
Royal Boy on beholding his anceſtor 
ſo majeſtically covered. Sides and 
Tacitus both bear teflimony, that 
Hannibal of Carthage wore a Pe- 
rake, and that his wardrobe was 
furgiihed with a very large aſſortment 
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of Wigs of all kinds, faſhions, and 
colours, not only for the purpoſe of 
magnificence, but alſo from the po- 


licy which frequently obliged him to 


change his appearance, 


The Romans, and, in particular, 
the faſhionable Ladies of Rome, had 
great recourſe to falſe Hair. That 
of a white colour was the zen in 
Ovid's days; and it was imported 


from Germany, where it was com- 


Dion. 


Nunc tibi captives mittel Germania erines; 
Culta triumphatæ munere gentis eris. 


This courtly and gallant Poet 1s: 
very ſevere upon the cuſtom; Mar- 
tial has made it the ſubject of ſeve- 
ral epigrams ; and Juvenal charges 

Meſſalina 


— — — SEE — 
3 A i 

3 NE mc? eaten — — 
r : 


( 250 ) 

Meſſalina with wearing the adſci- 
tious ornament of her head to ob- 
tain concealment in the purſuit of 
her Debaucheries. The Ladics of the 
preſent day may, therefore, ſhelter 
themſelves behind the greater extra- 
vagance of the female Romans. The 
RN imported their borrowed Locks 
from a foreign country, while the 
former are contented with the ſpoils 
of Death in their own, and do not 
ſhudder at mingling, with their own 
Trefles, ſuch as are furniſhed by the 
fatal hand of Diſeaſe in Fiotp Mitals 
and Infirmarics. 


Louis the Tyhirteenth of France, 
having loſt his Hai ir, was obliged to 
aſk, or, as he was King; | ſhould 
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rather ſay, command, the comfort- 
able aid of a Perriwig ; and the 
Neceſſity of the Sovereign cut off all 
the Hair of his faſhionable Subjects. 
Louis the Fourteenth annexed great 


dignity to his Peruke, which he en- 


creaſed to an enormous ſize, and: 


made a Lion's Mane the object of 
its ſimilitude. That Monarch, who 


daily ſtudicd the part of a King, was 


never ſeen with his head uncovered 


but by the Barber who ſhaved him. 


It was not his practice to exchange 
his Wig for a Night- cap, till he was 
incloſed by his curtains, when a Page 


received the former from his hand, 
and delivered it to him in the morn- 
ing before he undrew them. The 
ſigure of the great Bourbon muſt, at 


times, 
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times, have been truly ridiculous. 
But of ridiculous figures——had I 
lived in the reign of good Queen 
Anne, my thread - paper form and 
baby face muſt have been adorned 
with a full-bottom Periwig, as large 
as that which bedecks the head and 
ſhoulders of Mr. Juſtice B/a:k/tone, 
when he ſcowls at the unhappy cul- 
prit who is arraigned before him. 


It is, I believe, very generally 
known, that there 1s no {mall num- 
ber of the Clergy who love a little 
of the ton, as well as the ungouly 
Laymen : the queſtion, therefore, of 
wearing Wigs, with the Form of ec- 
cleſiaſtical Tonſure, became a matter 
of bitter controverſy ;. and the firſt 
Pelis-Malire of a Clergyman, who 

was 
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was bold enough to appear in a 
Wig, was called Le Patriarch des 
Ecclefiaftiques emperruques, At this 


time was publiſhed the famous book 
in favour of Periwigs with the 


admirable title of Abſalom, whoſe 
melancholy fate was cauſed by his 


Hair; and I remember, in the 
humorous Exhibition of Sign - 


Painters, with which I think Bonnel 
 Thernton amuſed the Town ſome 
years ago, that he adopted this 
idea, in a repreſentation of the 


Jewiſh Prince ſuſpended in mid-air, 


as related in Holy Writ, which 
was entitled, a Sign for Peruke- Ma- 
erg. Tem [Marton of Oxford wrote 
a little Latin jeu d'eſprit on the 
ſubject of Wigs, with their ap- 

plications 
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plications and effects, of which it 
_ concerns me to remember no more 
than that it poſſeſſed his uſual Lati- 
nity and claſſical humour. Hegarth, 
alſo, employed his pencil to ridi- 


cule the Full-bottoms, eſpecially _ 


the Aldermanic ones, of the laſt 
Coronation, with his accuſtomed 
ſucceſs. But of the Hiſtories that 
relate to this ſubject, the moſt ex- 
traordinary, and which will be 
hardly credited by Poſterity, is the 
Petition delivered by the Peruke- 
makers of London to his preſent 
Majeſty, praying him, for the Bene- 
-At of their Trade, to reſume the 
Wig he had been plcaſed to lay 
afide : and,---what adds to the Ri- 
di cule as well as the Impudence gf 
the 


28830 
the meaſure,---1 have been infor- 
med, by a ſpectator of their pro- 
cefſion, that a conſiderable num- 
ber of them actually wore their 


Hair, tho* they | openly avowed 


the ſacrilegious wiſh to pluck that 
ornament from the Pate of Sove- 
retgnty. 


In the Auguſtan age of the 


Roman Empire, the Wit and the 


Satyriſt have employed their dif- 
ferent weapons againſt the prevailing 


attentions to the Decorations of 


the Hair; and Seneca, in one of 
his Epiftles, writes, with folemn_ 


Indignation, againft the Roman 
Toilettes, which he deſcribes in the 
preciſe form and proceſs of our 
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own. Some of the Fathers were 
equally ſevere againſt the female 
coquettes of their time ; as their 
denunciations ſeem to be more par- 
ticularly levelled at the fairer part of 
the Creation. One of them, in par- 
ticular, declares, that they who 
employ their hours in arranging 
their Hair, inſtead of performing 
the Duty of Chriſtians, ſacrifice to 
Cotys, who is the Goddeſs of Im- 
purity, and to Priapus, who is the 
God of it. If this be true, what a 
more than Pagan Age is renewed 
among us! _ 


But, to conclude my unſuſpected 
learning on this ſubject, I muſt 
add the curious reproach of Teriul- 
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lian againſt the bigh Head-d tes, 
as well as the practice of dying the 
Hair, ſo prevalent in his day. 
He concludes his earneſt addreſs, 
on this ſubject, to the ladies, by 
impreſſing on their attention the ſa- 


cred text, that we cannot make an 


Ilair white or Hack, or cauſe the leaſt 
addition to eur Stature and re- 
proaches them on employing the 
above - mentioned arts of the Toi- 
lette to effect both theſe purpoſes, 
and thereby giving an expreſs lie 
to the divine Declaration of the 
Goſpel. 


Petit-Maureiſm (excuſe a new— 


fangled word) has exiſted at all 


periods, in all countries, and in 
T cvery 
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every ſituation, Private Peace has 
been diſturbed by it ; and the ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity has been loſt in its 
contentions, It found its way into 
the Cloiſter; it has accompanied 
the Hermit in his cell; and the 
Hottentot does not eſcape its influ- 
ence : nay, the patriot Roman and 
the hardy Goth have condeſcended - 
to become Coxcombs. J heodoric, 
a well - known Gothic Prince, is 
related to have had an Officer, who, 
when the Barber had finiſhed his 
Beard, was employed to pluck 
every remaining Hair from his face 
wich might interrupt its ſmooth- 
neſs. Ceſar uſed to fay, that his 
ſoldiers fought better when they 
were perfumed ; and, according to 
Plutarch, Surena, General of the 

5 Parthians, 
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Parthians, and the braveſt man of 
the nation, painted his face. The 
French do not ſuffer the moſt refined 
effeminacy of their Toilettes to ex- 
tinguiſh their gallant ſpirit, an d, 
at the command of their Sovereign, 
they ruſh, from all the filken. ſoft- 
neſs of Luxury, to the hardſhips of 
Camps and the dangers of Battle. 


Whether you will be of opinion 
with me, that man is a Petit. Maitre 
by Nature, or, to expreſs myſelf 
more philoſophically, a coxcomical 
Animal, I cannot tell 3 but I have, 

in the courſe of theſe reflections, 
- wrought myſelf ſo fully into the 
belief of it, that, under the future 
| operations of my Frifeur, I ſhall 
| took, in the glaſs before me, with | 
the 
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the complacent patience of 'a man 
conſcious that he is ating under 
the common impulſe which governs 
all Mankind, 

Adieu! 
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